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Murtaza Bhutto’s 
Widow, Ghinva, 
Accompanied bv 
Pakistan’s 
Interim PM 
Malik Khalid (L), 
Dec. 7, Said She 
Will Run Against 
Benazir in Feb. 3 
National Elections 
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Asian Soccer Cup 

Results 

Saudi 1-lraq 0 
Iran 3-Thailand 1 
Japan 4r 
Uzbekistan 0 
China 3-Syria 0 
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Arrogant Powers Are Guilty of Lying, Cheating and Fraud, Leader 
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TEHRAN (KNA) - President Ak- 
bar Rafianjani accompa- 

nied by a grouiTbf govemment 
' ' officials and Muslim ambassadors 
met dae Leader of the Islamic 
^ RevolotioQ, Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
' Khamenei, on die occasion of the 
fyast ^ Mabath at Imam 
Khomeini Mo^e here yesterday. 

The Leader of Islamic Revolu- 
don congratu^d his visitors on 
die occasimiofdie day and offered 
V. a brief account <Hi die peculiarities 
V:: ofdie/slamicfaidi. 

He said: "Widi a realistic evalu- 
ation of the Bethat of his 
prophethood we can conclude that 
his Bethat with its dissimilar pecu- 
- tiarities is the bi^est incident of 
s the human history, because die 

• ..^glowing of tiiis light in sacred heart 

of die prc^het of Islam and the 
■ tolerance of this greaf ‘responsibil- 

• - ity by his prophethood is like a 
.r loophole connecting die world of 
. creation and the material world to 

the invisible. 

"Betiiat means die building of 
a new world and shattering the un- 


godly institutions that are also ty- 
rannical, and the fust step after 
Bethat is stru gg le and movement, 
because no prc^het was able to 
communicate divine message to 
the human socie^ witiiout that On 
tills basis the pn^hets encountered 
various enemies ftcMn the outset of 
tiieir Bethat But the Prophet of 
Islam (S) ev^tualiy succeeded to 
kindle a light at the heart of the era 
of ignorance which will have more 
light with die passing of history, 
and will lead more societies to 
guidance. 

"Islam marched toward the 
formation of an Islamic system 
from the beginning on the basis of 
a difficult struggle, and his 
prophethood (S) was able to insti- 
tute this system in ' Yathreb*. 

This issue indicates tiiat klam 
is not separate from life, politics 
and the management of the state 
and government, and to develop 
divine thoughts and realize relig- 
ious goals it is crucial to use power. 

"In the world that the oppres- 
sors, capitalists, and owners of big 


companies attack every call of jus- 
tice from every side and use iron 
fists gainst it religious goals can- 
not be realized without struggle 
and effort and without powerr 

"The orientation of power and 
government at an Islamic society 
mu5t be toward goals and aspira- 
tions that the Hoiy Quran stresses 
their r^ization. Therefore, on the 
basis of a general oiterion a gov- 
ernment that does not march to- 
ward the direction of realizing 
Islamic aspirations is going astray. 

"Humans must be equipped 
with good ethks, because ^e prin- 
cipal and final purposes of Bethat 
are based on development and 
propagation of good etiiics among 
all membm of die Muslim society, 
and the Islamic society of Iran 
must make a principal move as 
complementary to the great Is- 
lamic Revolution and in the first 
phase engage in its development 
among its own soci^ by estab- 
lishing an Islamic ethical system, 
and in the second phase propa^te 
See Page 13 



Leader of Islamic Iran Ayatollah Khamenei (2nd L) President Rafsanjani (L) Majlis Speaker 
Hojjatoleslam Nateq-Nouri (3rd L) and Judiciary Chief Ayatollah Yazdl at yesterday's celebra- 
tions of Mabath, the day Haziat Mohammad (S) was appointed by the Almigfhty as his last 
Prophet PHOTO by hatami 


Rafsanjani Inaugurates New 
Road Link to Caspian Region 



THE WHOLE COUNTRY HAS SEEN 

. transformed into a bio 

-CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP. . 


BMN ECOJVOAfIC DESK 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani yesterday in- 
ai^urated the Tdiran-North High- 
w^, the largest road project in 
Iran, on the day of the feast of 
Mab’ath, which marks Prophet 
Mohammad's (SAWA) assign- 
mmt to proph^ood, IRNA re- 
ptHted. 

A ceremony kicked off execu- 
tive opemtions fw the construction 
project at hs starting point in the 
oorthein ptovince of Mazandaran. 

Rafianjani ordered tiie start of 
operations via a phone link from 
Tehran. He said that the highwa> 's 
construction was among the valu- 
^le tasks undertaken in Iran's pe- 
riod of reconstruction. 

Annually, lOto 12million peo- 
ple travei noith to tl>e Caspian re- 
gion, and Rafsanjani said the 
highway would play an essential 
«- 


role ID saving time and energy. 

The President said Iran's devel- 
opment of its southern ports made 
the new road inevitable, and he 
forecast a highway connection to 
Turkey which could eventually 


link the Islamic Republic to 
Europe on the completion of a I 
Turicish road project fimn Ankara 
up to the Iranian border, IRNA re- 
ported. 

See Pace 13 


U.S. Proposals for 
Israeli-Palestinian Summit 


GAZA CITY (Dispatches) - U.S 
diplomats have put forward a nw 
set of proposals in n bid to bring 
about an Israeli-Palestinian sum- 
mit meeting to seal an agrecroem 
on Israel's withdrawal from He- 
bron, officials said yesterday. 

Palestinian negotiator Hassan 
.Asfour said the Palestinians were 
"holding intensive contacts with 
the U.S. and other concerned 
countries" and that there had been 
"some new formulas" to break the 


deadlock in negotiations with Is- 
rael. 

"(3ur contacts witit the United 
States might take a certain shape,” 
he told Palestinian radio, adding 
(hat Egypt was also closely in- 
volved in the talks. 

Nabil Abu Rudeina, a top ad- 
viser to Palestmian President Yas- 
ser Arafat, confirmed that the 
"American' and Egyptian efforts 
are continuing, but so far there are 
no results." See Page \? 


lDdoiimMesiierOIC(M,La!h^ 


JAKARTA, INDONESIA (AFP) 
- Indonesia yesterday took over 
the chairmanship of the Organiza- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) for next year and promptly 
lashed out at Israel accusing it of 
blocking die Middle East peace 
process. 

"In the Middle East the peace 
process is bogged down in a dan- 
gerous impasse as Israel's acts of 


provocation indicate diat It is re- 
neging with impuniiy on its obli- 
gation," Indonesian Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas said in a 
speech at a five-day OIC confer- 
ence, which started here yester- 
day. 

"Thus bloodshed and violence 
still mar everyday life in the occu- 
pied territory," said AJatas, who 
took over the OIC ebairmanship 


onieft oFTnflie Conbol 



Violations in. crosswalks win be 

recorded. 

Traffic Surveillance Headquarters 


from Lamine Camara of the Re- 
public of Guinea. 

Alacas’ sharp criticism against 
Israel reflected sentiments ex- 
pressed earlier yesterday by Presi- 
dent Suharto and OIC Secretary- 
General Hamid Algabid. . 

Alatas called for unwavering 
support for the national rights of 
the Palestinians, "particularly 
through the resumption of nego- 
tiations based on the Declaration 
See Page 13 



IRAN NEWS ON INTERNET 

IRAN NEWS is now available on the internet at 
the following address: 

http://netiran.com/news/lranNews/current.hhnl 
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13th Int’l Quran 
Competition 
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New List of UNESCO 
. Heritage Sites 
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Anti-Milosevic Demos 
Continue pag, ,5 










I 'he shaky alliance of the countries on the southern 
^ shore of the Persian Gulf issued an Americon-dic- 
toted communique in ^lich as usual they accused Iran 
of destabilizing the regioiL 

Persian Gulf Arab leaders, whose annual summit in 
Doha was boycotted by BahraiD amid a dispute vtHiSa. host 
country Qatar, yesterday expressed "strong fears over 
Iran s deployment of surface-to-suitoce missiles in the 
Persian Gulf, which amounts to a direct threat to G^eisian 
Gulf) states..." 

The totteririg alliance binds Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, the UAE and Qatar. 

In their summit the leaders of the five participating 
countries only parroted what U.S. Navy officials had sodd 
in July accusing Iron of almost doubling the number of 
surfiice-to-surfdce missiles near the world's oil shaping 
lanes. 

All statistics released by reliable international 
agencies confirm that Iron's defense budget is the lowest 
compared to other regional countries. 

Vi^th a 1995 defense budget of $13 billion, Saudi 
Arabia occounts for fully one third of military spending 
in the region, and $8.1 billion of the Saudi military 
spending wos spent on purchasing weapons, according 
to the International Institute for Strategic Studies. 

Iran, on the other hand, allocated only $800 million for 
defense in the cuirent fiscal Iranian year 

But the Arab leaders of the precarious alliance, 
following American dictates, spoke of their alarm at 
Iran's intensive arms buildup which they said exceeded 
its legitimate needs. 

The above-mentioned figures moke one wonder which 
is the country that is exceeding its legitimate defense 
needs? Is it lion with a population of 65 million and a 
defense budget of $800 million? Or is it Saudi Anzbia with 
a mere 15 million population and several billion dollars 
in defense spending? 

The Arab leaders also stressed their desire to hove 
"good neighboriy relations with Iron." 

The eaqsiession 'desire for good neighborly relations 
with Iran' is just a bunch of empty words which these 
leaders use from time to time without any conviction or 
sincerity. From the very first day of the culmination of the 
Islamic Revolution these same leaders hove worked 
plotted against Islamic lion which always colled for 
good and friendly relations with all its neighbors. 

Contrary to Iron, the leaders of the Persian Gulf, since 
the formation of their oUkznce in 1981, luzve been issuing 
anti-Iran statements which has now become a routine 
with no value or significonce for the Islamic R^zublic or 
for the people of the region. 

Yesterday after accusing Iron the leaders of the five 
countries not only obeyed their Washington masters, but 

See Page 13 
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EDITORIAL 


Persian Gulf Arab Leaders’ 
Communique Has the Least 
Significance in Iran 


ntAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 

TEHRAN - President Hojja- 
(rt lwiiatw AJcbar Hasfaemi Rafian- 
jani inaugurated the thirteenth 
competitions on the 
recitation, interpretation and 
verse memorization of the Holy 
(2uran at Husseiniyeh Ersbad here 
Sunday. 

Referring to the Holy Quran’s 
immortal and constructive influ- 
ence on the individual and the 
society. President Rafeanjani said 
that if the Muslims were to disci- 
pline dieir lives according to the 
fftsMthtngs of the Holy Book and 
adopt the Holy Quran as die crite- 
rion for their lives, they will cer- 
tainly attain success and 
well-being. 

The President went on to say 
that with the exception of the first 
period after the advent of Islam, 
die Muslim world was devoid of 
the society which folly adhered to 
die Holy Quran and practiced its 
inductions in all aspects of hs 
lives. 

He added, quoted by IRNA, 
that conseqiiendy it is very diffi- 
cult to say and judge the depth of 
infinence die Quranic teachings 
would have, "although our expe- 
rience in the life of Iran’s Islamic 
society is lunited." 

"I do not have a qieck of doubt 
that if a society were to adopt the 
(Quranic model, it would ceitainly 
attain guidance and a blissfiil 
life,*' noted the President. 

The hojiatoleslam stated that 
the Holy Quran has the most en- 


chanting and most captivating 
voice, and along with its eloquent 
conqiosition and dqith of meaning 
"is an ocean whose treasures no 
one has yet discovered." 

Pointing to the gmding role of 
die Quran in the triunqih andcon- 
solidation of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion and hs reconstruction jdiase, 
he remarked: **It is our firm belief 

that it was the Quran vriiich made 
the Revolution triunph against a 
regime felly backed by the East 
and the Weo, and led to victory a 
people who had no material instru- 
ments.’’ 

After the triimqihof the Islamic 
Revolution, noted Raf^jani, it 
was the Quran which silenced se- 
ditions “and with the he^ of the 
()uran we emerged victorious in 
an imposed war in which the en- 
emy was backed on all fronts by 
various countries. And due to the 
blessinp of die ()uca&, inless dian 
a decade Iran has been able to 
atrain the degree of snccess, vdiich 
could taVw Other countries half a 
century or even a century to attain, 
he said. 

President Rafeanjani dwelt on 
the adiievemeats of the Second 
Five-Year Development Pfen, 
saying that Iran had succeeded in 
reviving all aqiects of reconstruc- 
don in the areas of industries, 
agriculture and services. He added 
that many new areas bad been 
created which did not initially ex- 
ist in the country. 

He said dutt some six years zgo 
a nei^iboriag country offered to 



provide Iran widi electricity, but 
now the situation changed so rap- 
idly diat Iran is e^rting dectric- 
ity to that very same country. 

As further proof of Islamic 
Iran's success story, the President 
said that todr^ Iranian railway ex- 
perts were hdpir^ other countries 
railroad tracks, "and all diis 


has happened because the Holy 
Quran has been cxir mAin source 
of guidance.’* 

He said that be was hqspy, to 
see the feundaiion for the 
meat of social justice, Islamic cul^ 
fere and moral codes firmly set. 

Hqjjarideslam Rafsaiqaiii uki 
See Page 13 


Bangladesh for 
Expansion of Ties 
with Iran 

ntANNEWSPOUnCAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Outgoing banian 
Ambassador to Dhaka, Mahmoud 
Bayat, met with Bangladeshi 
Mbnsterof Foiei^ Afiaiis Abdos 
Samad Azad, in Dhaka Sunday. 

The Rgngtartftfihi minister said 
that e^qnmsion of relations with 
the Islamic Republic of ban was a 
piioiity on the agenda of the rul- 
ing Awaml League Party. 

Also discussed at the meeting, 
were the ways to implcmeiit the 
Ttiefnnramta of mvtentfanding 
inked by Tbhian and D haka espe- 
cially those involving the setting 
iq> of air and shaping tines and 
construction of an oil refinery in 
Bangladesh. 

The two sides voiced, satisfac- 
tion with the increasing trend of 
exchange of trade delegations be- 
tween Iran and Bangladesh, ex- 
pressing hope that the level of 
trade between the two coutmies 
would rise significantly in the 
near future, IRNA lepoited. 

Quake 

miolts 

Boroujen 

IFAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 

TEHRAN - An earthquake with a 
m^nitude of 4.2 points on the 
open-ended Richter scale jolted 
Boroujen, fThaharmatiat -B akhtiari 

Province, at 06:03 hours local 
tiibe 0)2:33 GMT) yesterday. 

The seismological center of 
Boroujen affiliated to Tehran Uni- 
versity’s (jeophysics Dq>artnieiit 
registered tte epicenter of (he 
tremor IS kms soutiiwest of the 
center. 

No report is yet av^lable on the 
possible casnalties or loss of prop- 
erty. 


(WrCEF Deplores "Treadiery" 
of Iranian Cameraman 



ii»- 
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IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - The United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) office 
here last week described as 
"treacherous" the action of an Ira- 
nian cameraman who made a dis- 
torted film on a mental asylinn-m 
Tehran. 

UNICEF’s Policy Director in 
Iran Mohammad Reza Husseini 
told Kayhan Havai weddy that the 
cameraman ‘Kavdi Golestan* ^^o 
filmftd scenes from the Tmam Ali 
asylum for the mentally ill in 
northern Tehran under the supervi- 
sion of Mrs. NahidZare has added 
otiier scenes to it and sold it to fee 
Am erican CNN TV (network) 
through the Associated Press news 


agency before handing it over to 
fee UNICEF office. 

"We never even imagined any- 
one would commit such atreadier- 
ous act as this," Husseini said 
adding, "We had ordered the 
shooting of fee film but Golestan 
turned it into a distorted rq>ort and 
sold it to CNN". 

The fibs, mtKle at fee request of 
fee UNICEF, was origioaUy aimed 
at showing the achievem»ts of fee 
Islamic Rqjublic oflran in fee care 
of handicapped children, but it 
turned out to be an appalling tiiree- 
minute footage aired by CNN and 
showing scenes of fee worst cases 
of mental retardation. 

He wd fee asylum was one of 



Iran’s best for mentally ill and 
hanfecapped children. 

Meanwhile, the director of fee 
foreign media department at fee 
Ministiy of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance Moh ammad Reza DSr- 
bandi told Kayhan Havai in a tele- 
phone interview feat dealing with 
such matters is a legal and profes- 
sional duty of his department, and 
he promised ti> seriously look into 
fee matter. 

"We had asked fee Welfare Or- 
ganiz^on to allow UNICEF to 
produce a 'film on fee services 
given to fee mentally handicapped 
by fee Iranian government not to 
produce a totally distorted an^ 
Iran film," Darbandi said. 

Inmion Prisoner 
Choose Hot to 
Escope 

iRANNEWSNAliONALDESK • 
TEHRAN - A bus txanspoztiog 
20 Tnarian prisoners Collided whh 
two trades in western Iran, but the 
inmates opted to stay in cnsmdy 
despite the qppoxtui^ for them 
to escape. 

Acoonting to a Persian da:^, 
Kayhan, the prisoners stayra 
seated in the bus wnpi the pohce 


came n> retrieve them. 

Former Ambassador to Sue lewspaper 

AMr/c/AM^ oiiSK xhat the clam by fee managing di- recently after his 5-vear tenure in 


IRAN NEWS NATlUnAL DUSK 
TEHRAN - Iran’s former Ambas- 
sador to Tajikistan Ali Ashraf Mo- 
Jtahed Shabestari is to file alawsuh 
against ’Kayhan Havai’, the 
weekly airmail edition of Kayhan, 
for claiming feat fee ambassador 
had defected to a foreign country. 

Shabestari told [RNA Saturday 


ihat the claim by the manning di- recently after his 5-year tenure in 
rector of fee bilingual weekly to Dushanbe, Tajikistan ended- 

fee eflfea rh« h- l,-. ^ appointed 8S 

head of the International 
nomic Affeirs Department of 


fee effect feat he has joined the 
outlawed Mujahedin Kfaalq O- 
ganization (N^O), had tarnished 
fee image and prestige of the Is- 
lamic Rqjublic oflran and he him- 
self. 

Shabestari returned to Tehran 


Foreign Ministiy. 

The former ambassador said 
that such unfounded claJnis 
stemmed from "personal grudge.” 











ndia*s Mishra Says Good-bye to 
Sarkar, Kunkli and Hosts Dinner 


I ndian Embassy counselor Malay Mishra’s residence is arv 
occasional venue for multi-national gatherings for spicy and 
tasty food and interesting c^it-diat 
Last Wednesday was one such get together and Mishra and 
his wife J^Padma invited fllends to say good-bye to his 
embas^s Nantu Sartair and Hungarian Embassy's Peter 
Kunkli and their wives. Economic and Commercial Counselor 
5arkar is due to leave here for Bern, Switzerland for similar 
assignrnent while Kunkli goes back home for another 
important diplomatic post. 
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‘‘ |(From left) Roquefeuil, Mishra, Eickhoff 
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(From left) Milckelsen, Kamal and Aldea 

Mishra and Padma are to leave Tehran for India soon for 
holidays. 

One of the guests was Danish Embas^’s Martin Mikkelsen 
who, along with his wife, is vegetarian and loses no 
opportunity for making others understand that vegetables 
are the most suitable food for mankind. 

Mikkelsen was telling us that more and more vegetarian 
I restaurants are now being opened in Europe particularly in 
■Denmark. 

Mikkelsens were recently in India where they bought a plot 
in Bangalore, south India and are planning to build a house 
there to spend their holidays there 

German Embassy Minister Counselor Walter Eickhoff was 
looking relaxed as his country recently faced a crisis because 
of an unfounded allegation against Iranian officials. The wise 
and appropriate move by Iranian President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafeanjani and German chancellor Helmut Kohl has almost 
restored normal relations between the two countries. 

Bangladesh Embassy's Muscafb Kamal and Romanian 
feambassys Gabriel Aldea, and South Africa's Ebrahim Edries 
were also there discussing a number of topics amongst 
themselves 

AFP Bureau Qiief in Tehran Chriscophe de Roquefeuil was 
there at the Mishra dinner. The French news agency, AFP, a 
few years ago produced news for only a few hours a day. 

The same AFP is now feeding the media across the world 
and around the clock. It very often breaks news about the 
events taking place all over the gobe. Most journalists believe 
that the AFP, unlike certain other news agencies, is not biased 
against any particular ideology. 

Mishra introduced us to a newcomer in his embassy, R.K. 
Jha who replaced K.J. sagar. 


Nateq-l\louri Calls 
for Unity of Muslims 


JJt4.\ NEWS PAEUAMENTARY DESK 

TEHRAN Speaker Hoija- 
toleslam AH Akbar Nateq-Nonri 
here Sunday called for unity of 
world Mnslfm.c fO rfefcwrf the id^ 
als of Prophet Mohammad azkd 
conftont conspiracies of enemies 
of Islam. 

The Speaker made the -remark 
at the open session of Uie M^lis 
on the eve of the feast of M^’alh 
(the day wben the holy Prophet 
Mohammad (S) was appointed by 
the Almighty as the last 

Prophet), which was celebrated 
yesterday, 27ih the Islamic 

month of R^ab. 

The Speaker added, quoted by 
IRNA, that Muslims are celebrat- 
ing auspicious occasion at a 
time when the Islamic lands con- 


tome te remain under Israeli occu- 
pation anrf at a rinift when the 
oppressed Palestiinan Muslims 
are being tyianntzed by Israeli 
soldiers. 

Hie Hojjatoleslam also ex- 
pressed deep regrets that fratricide 
and civil war contmue in the war- 
ravaged Afghanistan. He said that 
the factions involved in the ongo- 
ing Afghan fi ghting fail to realize 
that fonsrgneis axe Zoning the 
flames of war in that country. 

He erq>rtssed hope that Mus- 
lims will unite to defend the idealc 
of Prophet Mohammad (S) and 
pave the way for the reappearance 
of Hazrat Mahdi (A.S.X the 12th 
Imam of the Household of the 
Prophet of Islam (S). 


President 

Congratulates 

Tanzanian 

Counterpart 

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 

TEHRAN - Iran*s President Hojja- 
toleslam Akbar Hashemi Ra&an- 
jani hoe Sunday send a 
congratulatory message to Presi- 
dent Benjamin Mkapa on the anni- 
versary of indepeadenee of 
Tanzmla. 

In the message to his Tanzanian 
counterpart , President Rafianjanr 
said, *i once again appreciate the 
hospitality ofYour Excellency and 
the Tanzanian nation du^ 

ing my reemt visit to Dar es Sa- 
laam and hope that it will serve to 
Anther develop bilateral relations 
in political, economic, cultural and 
intematioDal areas,** IRNA re- 
ported. 

Tanzania became independent 
on December 9, 1962. 



President Rafsanjani (R) 
with Mkapa (RIe Photo) 


Chinese Official Dismisses 
Concerns About Missile Sales 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - China*s 
Defense Mixuster Qti Haotian dis- 
missed yesterd^ U.S. concerns 
about sales of missiles and nuclear 
technology to Iran and Pakistan as 
exaggera^ by die Western press. 

"Some of these issues have 
been exaggerated, and some of 
these issues sisqily do not exist,” 
Chi said at the start of two days 
meem^ with U.S. leaders. 

Defense Secretary William 
Perry, welcoming Chi to the Pen- 
tagon with full militaiy honors, 
tlm issue of weapons of mass 
destnicdtm would be discussed 
yesterday and expressed hope for 
an agxeemenL 

Perry emphasized the impor- 
tance of developing a ”^irit of 
trust” between the rwo countries, 
whkb foced off militarily in the 
Taiwan straits early this year fol- 
lowing a sertes of threatening Chi- 
nese missile tests and exercises. 


"Dealing with disagreements 
in a ^irit of trust is important for 
the securi^ and stabiH^ of the 
entire western Padric region, " 
Percy said. 

Taiwan, the spread of weapons 
of mass destruction and the situ- 
anon in North Korea were among 
die pnme topics to be discussed 
dnriDg die visit, the hipest level 
by Qiinese military leaders since 
the 1989 T i enarrmen Square mas- 
sacre. 

CHii, who arrived in the United 
States Hiursday at the bead of a 
20-member delegation, will be 
visiting U.S. nrilitaiy bases across 
die country before winding up the 
lO-day tour in Hawaii. 


LET’S MEMORIZE THE QURAN 

SWU 59, JBE GATHERING (AJ^SASH^ 
In AeName of God, 

The Bentficeni, Ae Merciful 

IS.Have^^rqfGod. believers} 

And let each soul consider 
What it for its Tomorrow c^rs; 

Have fear of God, since Godwellknaws 
Of your affairs. 


(F.N.) , 


oaraftwfcfc exqmtiu bech-Jbrm \ 
fivtKEASAPublteationTeL 8834844.^ * 



PRAYER TIMES 


Noon (ZiAr) 

11:57 

Evening (Maghreb) 

17:13 

Tonojrow's Dawn (P^r) 

05:25 

Tomonow's Sunrise 

07:04 
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Good News! 

‘Sir, reliable sources confirm that the U.N. special mediator in 
Afghan affairs, the German diplomat Herr Holl, is also a part-time 
CIA agent, and chat he has done his best to sow discord among 
the warring factions in Afghanistan in order to prevent all efforts 
CO bring them to the negotiating table for peace, isn’t chat good 
news, master?* 

‘Certainly! It*s good news for the Taliban growers of poppy 
fields, for the sellers of arms to various facdons, for many foreign 
agents, apart from Herr Holi, who get paid for the good work they 
do in Afghanistan, and all those people who hate to see any kind 
of peace established in this war-tom country, yes, it*s good news 
for everybody except the poor people of Aighanistanl* 

‘Oh, I see! In that case, perhaps Mr. Boutros-Ghali will do 
something about it, won’t he?’ 

‘Well, he hasn’t got anything to lose, lua he7V 

ABU SINA 


POLISH JOURNALISTS; 

Iran Has Essential Role 
in Regional Equations 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to 
Warsaw, Mohammad Taberi re- 
ceived the Polish Journalists from 
widely-circulated papers. The 
journalists said that Iran, with its 
lofty culture and civilization, has a 
great role to play in the region's 
political equations. 

The editors in chief and direc- 
tors of political departments of 
Polish defies pointed to the effec- 
tive presence of Iran in the former 
Soviet states and in helping resolve 


regional crises such as the Tajik 
and Karabakh problems. 

According to an IKNA report, 
th^ also pointed out that Islamic 
Iran has proved its hospitality by 
accomme^ating a large number of 
refugees. They recalled Iran’s ex- 
cellent hospitality to Polish refu- 
gees during the Second World 
War. 

The Iranian ambassador briefed 
the Polish journalists on the latest 
developments in the country. 

^Page 13 


Lebanese Minisler Says He would Sign Military Pact with Iran 



TEHRAN (AP) - Lebanon is pre-. 
pared to sign a mOiiaxy coopera- 
tkm agreement with Iran if the 
Middle East peace process fails to 
make headway, Lebanon's de- 
fense minijmw says. 

“1 would be happy to sign a 
pact with Iran,*' Mtdisen DaSool 
told the Farsi-langnage newspaper 
Iran. 

“It is natural that any time it is 
expedient for Iran and Lebanon, 
ffity will do even more than sign- 


ing a pact,” Driloul said in the 
interview published Sunday. 

Dalloul was responding to a 
question about whkher he was 
willing to sign a military agree- 
ment vdth Iran if peace talks with 
Israel failed. Bui he did not elabo- 
rate on other cooperation. 

De^ite his comments, Leba- 
non does not want to be seen as 
moving too close to Iran, which 
the United States considers a 


rogue state. 

Lebanon’s govemment has 
preyed Washington to lift a nine- 
year-old ban on oa>tel by Ameri- 
cans to Lebanon. 

The ban was imposed amid kid- 
nappings and attacks on Ameri- 
cans mtd other Westerners in 
Beirut by pro-liwiian nxilitasts. 

Peace talks between Lebanon 
axui Israel Have made little head- 
way since they began in 1991. 
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ecowoMic Jhdo-lran Gas Uiie Avjecf RMS fflto Itof^ IMn^ 


VOTE 


Hie Necessity of a Unified Third Party 
Liability Motor Insurance System 
Among ECO Member Countries 



AUAKBARABDOLRASHIDl 


Part One 


A fter the Second World War, on January 25, 1949, the 
Principal Working Party on Road Transport of the 
Inland Transport Committee of the Economic Commission 
for Europe (ECE) of the United Nations adopted a recom- 
mendation, which Is called Geneva Recommendation 5, 
which became the basis for the establishmerrt of a system, 
nowadays called the Green Card system. 

The Green Card system has come into existence to 
provide a guarantee for the settlement of claims arising from 
accidents caused by motorists on a temporary visit to other 
countries where accidents occur. 

Undoubtedly the original recommendation adopted by 
the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) in 1 949 had 
been prepared after long series of discussions and delib- 
erations on the problems confronted by European Visitors’ 
who were victims of an accident in another European 
'visited country'. The problem was, in fact, the pursuit of 
claims by individuals which was expensive and drfftcult. 
These difficultj^ mostly included: 

* Ascertaining the identity of the responsible motorist and 
his or her insurer; 

^Obtaining formal (police and/or experts') reports relating 
to injuries sustained and the damage to their vehicles; 

* Encouraging the Insurer of the responsible motorist to 
resporKl to the claims sufftdently and positively. 

The Green Card. system, has been effectivefy working 
during the last four decades with the aim of providing a 
guarantee for the settlement of claims. The Green Card 
system, without a formal constitution, nowadays has a 
General Assembly among members to facilitate the settle- 
ment of claims and to bypass the said difficulties. 

The Green Card system has, at the moment, 35 mem- 
bers all of them, except one, European or Mediterranean. 
The only member out of this region is Iran, which is repre- 
sented by Bimeh Markazi Iran. It must be mentioned that 
Turkey as a European and ECO member country is also 
represented in this system. ' 

In 1994, there were some 300,000 claims at the interna- 
tional level, involving 30,000 bodily injury cases including 
1 ,500 fatalities resulting in almost 50,000 injured third party 
victims compensated through the organization of the Green 
Card system. 

However, the Green Card system is not the only such 
system in the world. Recently and during the civil war of 
the former Yugoslav republics, some of them such as 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina were not able to utilize the 
membership of Yugoslavia In the Green Card system for 
their.transborder- traffic. 

They, therefore, decided to introduce a bilateral system, 
called the Brown Card, to guarantee fair and quick settle- 
ment of claims of their drivers against each other. 

In 1995 the Green Card General Assembly in Hamburg, 
Germany, unanimously decided not to accept new mem- 
bers. Specifically, applications from Turkemenlstan and 
Azerbaijan, both Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) countries and ECO members, were rejected on the 
basis of lack of enough hard currency resources for settle- 
ment of claims and non-existence of compulsory third party 
liability motor insurance system in these two countries, 
although both countries had claimed that they were intro- 
ducing such system. 

Members of the Green Card system even advised that 
any further application from such countries, as CIS states, 
shall not be accepted in the near future. But it seems that 
such a decision is part of the long-term policy of the Green 
Card system.^ 

1- Iraq's metnhetship in the Green Card System was suspended after 
its attack against Kuwait in 1990. 

Thispe^hywasr&teratedin the Green Can/ Geneia/ Assembly in 
CssaWanca in Way f 996. 

' To be Continued 
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ma ha r f refusing to grant approval 
fora joioi fcasibiliy study* 

It was meant to supply about 
100 millioo cubic meters per day 
of liquefied oaniral gas to India 
and Paldsias. 

"One possibility is that the 
three of us sh together and talk. 
We axe waiting for the elections to 
be over in Pakistan and we will 
talk to the democratically-elected 
government as the project will 
benefit all the three countries," 
Aqazadeh said. 


''Ourpriorfiy is tbattfaepfpe/me 
is laid!,'' he s^ "We are tiving to 
convince Pakistan." 

But a senior Pakistani ofificiai • 
rejected Iran’s otter and said he 
favored "bilateral talks" with India 
for finding a solution to the project 
"We also need natural gas. Let 
the impression not be diere that we 
do not want this," said Gulforaz 
Ahmed, Pakistan’s petroleum sec- 
retary. "We need gas soon, we have 
some other options and we want 
gas at the lowest prices." 


Ahnud Italia's legfs 

of diOTptibn hr the gas snpp^^ 
where npasses through Pakistan. ’ 
T do not thmfe tbat anyone can 
question the supply ... and the 
stakes of the oouniries hsvoived in 
the project," Ahmed said. 

"The issue need not be on a 
formal agenda and can be taken up 
at the next meeting of foreign mLv^ 
isters of the two countries" to be 
held shortly, he said. 

Aqazad^ said the global do 
SMftge 13 



AQAZADEH 

GOA, INDIA (AFP) - Iran on 
Sunday told India to resolve hs 
"political problems" with neigh- 
boring Paldstan so that a proposed 
five-billloa-doUar gas lineprojea 
can get under way. 

"The political problem is be- 
tween India and Pakistan and it is 
for them to settle it for progress 
on the project,” Gfaolamreza 
Aqazadeh, Iranian oil minister 
told newsmen here at the Fifth 
International Energy Conference. 

The paa for the 2.000-kilome- 
ter (1,240 miles) gas line project 
from Iran, through Afghanistan 
and PaldscitL was sisoed in 1993 
but ran into problems with Isla- 



TEHRAN (IRN.A) - First Vice 
President Hassan Habibi said here 
Suxtds^' that the cuxtm world 
situation requiies multilateral co- 
operation among the nations 
fonning regional economic blocs 
stmh as the Economic Coopera- 
tion Organization (ECO). 

In a meeting with Onder Ozar 
of Ttnlcey, the new secretaiy-gen- 
eial of the HFnation organization, 
H^ibi said the ECO secietaiy- 
geoetal conkl p% an effective 
role in remforctng closer ties 
among member states. 

He called for measures to acti- 
vate the ptivate sector and cham- 
bers of consneme of mendjer 



HABIBI 

states within the framewo± of the 
oigamzatioa 

Habibi suggested that the ECO 


Secreiaxiat e^qsloie practical wars 
for cooperation with the Assoda- 
tkm of Southeast Aaan Nations 
(ASEAN), the South Asian Asso- 
ciation for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARQ and the Eonq)^ 
ion(EU). 

He said EGO shoald also initi- 
ate joint inyestment projects 
among the m^nAer states. 

In reference to the friend^' aul 
brotheriy relations between Iran 
and Thike^, Habfln said Tehran is 
interested in growing ties with 
Ankara. 

Ozar said the ECO Secretariat 
wonld woric on the agenda of de- 
See 13 


Kyrgyz 

President Calls 
for Expansion 
of Ties Among 
ECO States 



AKAYEV 

BISHKEK, KYRGYZSTAN 
(IRNA) - Kyrgyz President Askar 
Akayev in a meeting with Iiaiuan 
Ambassador to Bishkek Morteza 
Tav^issoli-Hojjati here yesterday 
underlined the necessity of further 
expansion of ties among the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) membo' st^es. 

Alrayev said tiiat Bishkek was 
deeply interested in furtiier expan- 
sion of its ties with Tehran. 

He congratulated the Iranian 
government and nation on the feast 
of Mab’atfa, marking the aimiver- 
sary of Prophet Mohammad's (S) 
assignment to prophethood and 
said that he would soon visit Iran. 

Tavassoli-Hojjati in rebun sub- 
mioed a message from President 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani to 
Akayev, in whidi he had congratu- 
lated his Kyrgyz counterpart on 
November 26, the day when new 
members of ECO joined in. 

The message had underlined 
the importance of enbancing 
ECO’s activities and Te'hran- 
Bishkdt mutual cooperation. 

Founded by Iran, Turkey and 
Paldstaii, the ECO has extended ite 
membership grouping Afghani- 
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Turicmenistan, Tajikistan, Azer- 
baijan and Uzbekistan. 


Enwait Shows Interest in 
Mase of Iranian Eppment 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Kuwait dep- 
uty minista of electricity and - 
water, Kbalid Hamud, here Sunday 
terming the Ir anian industrial 
achievements as "unbelies^le" 
announced his country’s keen in- 
terest do the purchase of water 
equipment from IraxL 

Inspecting the 4th Iranian 
Water Industries Exhibition, Ha- 
mud said thsd bis country was 
ready to purchase water meters, 
pumps, pipes and faucets from 
Iran. 

Applauding the standard and 
quality of the Iranian products, he 
stressed that there existed no bar- 
rier in the promotion and exchange 
oftrade between the two countries. 

Khaiid Hamud finally con- 
cluded tiiat be expected to bold 


IntT Sadm 
Ship-Building 
Company Ready 
to Build 6 Ships 


BANDAR ABBAS, HOR- 
MUZGAN PROVINCE (IRNA) - 
Sadra intB marin nai Naval-lndus- 
t£ud Conqtaxiy is ready to build 
six 22,000-ton cargo ships, diiec- 
toT of the company Gholam- 
bossem Aqa-Kassani said here 
yesterdsy. 

Aqa-Hassani said the ships, 
witii the capacity of carrying 
1,120 containezs, axe expect^ to 
cost $27 miHiozL 

He added that based on a con- 
tzact concluded between the Is- 
lamic RqntoUc of Iran Shippisg 
Lines and his con yai y, the shi ps 
aie to be deliveied withm 44 
months. 

Tlte Iramac official m id that 
120 billion tials phi$ $600 millioa 
had been spent so for to build and 
put into opexatiott the con^m^ 
here. 

He added tbat the compaiiy 
is capable of building sbips 
witatnec^»city ofcanyisgiq>to 

70,000 tons of car^. 


talks with Iranian officials on ex- 
port of ei^eerii^ and technical 
services to his country, which, he 
said, will help boost up bilateral 
relations. 

Iran; Azerbaijan 
Diseuss 

Labor-Social Affairs 

BAKU, AZERBAIJAN (IRNA) - 
During a meeting here Saturday 
with the Iranian charge d'af&ires, 
Afsbar Soleimanu Azeri minister 
of labor and social protection. All 
Naqiev, underlined tiie necessi^ 
of further expansion of bilateral 
ties. 

The Azeri minister, referring to 
vast commonalties of the two 
countries, expressed willnigness of 
the Baku govenunent to make use 
of Iran’s experiences in the fields 
of employment and job protection 
measures. 

During the meeting, the Iranian 
diplomat handed over a message 
frra banian minister of labor and 
social afiaiis, Huss^ Kamali, 
congratulating Naqiev on hts ap- 
pointment to tile post last montii. 

Tlie Azeri min ister thanked Ira- 
nian minister of labor for his mes- 
sage and invited him to visit 
Azerbaijan Rq>ublic. 


UHAKA/J: 

Informofiott System 
Offers Servite to 
300,000 Subscribers 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Minister of 
post, telegraph and telephone, 
Mohammad Gharazi, said here 
Saturday that the mibiinaiicm sys- 
tem in Iran can o%r services to 

300.000 subscribers nationally. 

He said the national infonna- 

tioD system, code named, 'Share' 
and 'Iran-Paik’ can offer infonna- 
' lion to every subscriber nationally 
or mternationally. 

He said the naiicmal informa- 
tion system bad an additional 

10.000 ouqniis reaching a total of 
11,200, one of the largest info;^’ 
mation systems in the Middle 
East. 

The PTT minister said that to 
use the nnrfnnai information sys- 
tem as a substitute for older ^s- 
tems would help economize on 
national e:q)enditiizes and increase 
pCT csq>ita income. 

Gharazi said that for the time 
being the Iranians spend about $20 
mifHnn for ni rfaining vaiioUS io- 
formation throu^ books, perjr 
odicals and the like which,'^ 
said, would drop by two-diinls 
once the people turn to exiting 

narinnal mlhrmatirm n^WOlks. 

Die national infarmarion net- 
works ’Share’ and 'Iran Paik' 
have about 1 1,(X)0 subscribers na- 
tionally and intpi-narinnalty , be 
adfded. 


FAO to Help Iran in 
Efforts to Step up 
Sugar Cane Productiort 


IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN — The Food and Agri- 
cultuie Organization (FAO), a 
U.N. agency, will provide 
$276,000 for a project in Iran’s 
Kbuzestan Province to develop 
sugar cane varieties for commer- 
cial use in efforts to Step up sugar 
cane production to meet the inter- 
nal demand, under an agreement 
signed tod^. 

The agreement was signed at 
the Agriculture Ministry by Seyed 
Hassan Tdwtabaie, depu^ agri- 
culture minister for utilization sys- 


tem ,and Dr. (jamal M. Ahmed, die 

FAO representative in the Islamic 
Rqniblic of Iran. 

Under the terms of the agree* 
meet, FAO will provide the serv- 
ices of three specialists in various 
fields as well as Idioratoiy equip- 
ment and materials to initiate test- 
ing of selected susar cane varie^ 
4hat would help bring productiv- 
ity to an acceptable level, accord- 
ing to a press release issued by the 

United Nations Infixmation Cen* 
ter here. 
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end of a Chinese civil war in 
1949, imeipieted tie tnp as Ihi- 
wan*s atten^t to promote a folly 
independent island. 

"Ihiwan is a member of inter- 
national society, entilied to have 
paraUcl contacts with other coud- 
tries. There is no logical relations 
' between lesmx^ition of cioss- 
stxait talks and presidential or 
pnigmaric djqptkuna^,* Shi said. 
The island in the past 40-odd 
years tried to increase its intecoa- 
tional pioffle despite stem opposi- 
tioabyCZima. 

Cteng King-Yoh, chainnan of 
the MAC^ Taiwan’s top mainland 
policy plamnng botfy, told tepon- 
ess 'hawaa has ahv^s ready to 
negotiate. "Ifthe Chinese commu- 
nist rothorities are not rea<fy, we 
can wait patient," he «rid 



wiilun the body) are infecting or- 
panisms that do not respond to 
treatment with the same antibiot- 
ics that are so successful against 
bacteria. And diagnosis can be 
tricky, dqKnding on the results of 
throat and stool cultures, as well 
as ggr raiti cell changes in the spinal 
fluid that only occur during a viral 
infection. 

When die ^sease is caused 
a vims, such as die land that are 
responsible tor nmn^s; mononu- 
cleosis or infectious hepatitis, the 
severity of the disease can range 
from one with no syn^oms at all 
to one that is most severe. How- 
ever, even diese desperately iU 
patients may recover completely. 



Qiganization's Central Council," 
she added. "The congress also de- 
cided that the first meeting and 
woikh^ ounmiiiee of the council, 
with 13 members, be held in Te- 
hran." 

"During the first meeting of the 
Central Council, which was held 
in Tehran Dec. 7-9. (be members 
discussed abpuc the council’s 
agenda and executive regulations 
and also the way of ruoning the 
organization." 

She stres^, "Our main objec- 
tive is d> expand Iranian MPs’ 
acti>ities.in ^e organization and 
to eoooisage odier Islamic women 
MPs to jcnn the orgaiuzation.” 

At die presem time, women 
MPs £rom 30 Islamic countries are 
members of (he orgaiiizadoa. 




velopnig cooperation among 
member st^es in the field of tele- 
cormnunications, energy, trans- 
port and trade. 

He said the Turkish president 
is interested in developing closer 
cooperation with IiaiL 

According to Ozar the soUdar- 
and cooperation between Iran 
ai)d Tbric^ would serve to pro- 
mote the iraeiests of ECO. 

The ' ECO secretary-general 
raid he would work to Ktivate the 
ECO institutions operating in (be 
of trade, and insur- 

ance and mhanrft ECO’s coopeia- 
tk>& with ASEAN, SAARC and 
theEU. 



that the privilege which Iran today 
eigoys, in coinpaiison with its past 
hzstoiy sud is cosira^ widt other 

coumries, is drat Iran has opted to 

'adt^ die teachings of the Holy 
Quiw as the criterion of its ex- 
pressicm of life and progress for 


both the individual and the soci- 
ety. 

After the mid of his die 
President honored Miss Nasrin Ja-. 
iari, a twelve-year-old girl snideot 
and Mohammad Haj Abol- 
Qasem as two personalities who 
have memorized the whole holy 
text of the Quran. 

At the end of die inaugural 
ceremony, Hquaioleslam Brnam 
Jamararti congratulated the nation 
and the Muslim world on the aus- 
picious anniversary of Mab’alh 
(R^ab 27), die day the Almighty 
commissioned Prophet Moham- 
mad (S) as the last to 

mankind. 

Rankhig reciters and memoriz- 
ers of die Holy Book are partici- 
pating in the mtetnational Quran 
competition. 

Rajah 27 was the day on which 
the first verses of the Holy Quran 
were revealed to Prophet Moham- 
mad at mount Hera near Mecca in 
610 A.D. through archangel 
Gabriel. 

The Quran, which siqiersedes 
all other previously-revealed 
scripiures such as the Torah and 
tile Bible and is regarded as most 
comprehensive and dynamic con- 
stitution for the human race, was 
revealed over aperiod of 23 years. 



mand for petroleum product 
would be much higher than fore- 
cast and global oil prices would 
"haiden". 



Taheri, contrasting (he turmoil 
in sevoal aedghboring countries, 
underscored Iran’s efiective role in 
regional equations as a “stable 
country in an unstable region.** 
The Polish journalists also vis-, 
ited an exhibition of Polish-lan- 
guage books printed in Iran and 
Iranian English-language newspa- 
pers at the embassy. 



the same in die world that is diirsty 
for ediics. 

"The propagation of lying, mis- 
representations, and sub^Tiing to 
the wrong and also fiaudulent acts 
and cheating are among the biggest 
crimes of die international arro- 
gance beaded by U.S. government 
Today humanity is a^cted with 
troubles due to die absence of edi- 
ics, and Islam and Muslims can 
bestowon humanity the best ethi- 
cal gift 

"Most assassinations done here 
and there in the worid are ascribed 
to oppressor governments and 
among them the U.S. government 
The arrogant powers throughout 
die world peipetiate homicide, as- 
sassinations and every illegal act, 
and in connection with Iran diey 
support the most notorious terror- 
ists of the world and they give Them 
sanctuary and dignify them with 
their fiicndiy exchanges. The>- 
openly support the Zionist regime 
which is a government based on 

leiTorism, cruelty, tyranny and ax 
the same time they carry the banner 
of struggle against terrorism and 
this is an agoniring reality diat 
shows their lies and their dqrriva- 
tion of htunan ediics." 

Toward the end of his address, 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion stressed the need for a big 
popular movement on the direction 
of promoting growth of Islamic 
values, and called on preachers and 
speakers throughout the nation to 
dedicate themselves to that tadt. 

Meanwhile, in a brief speech 
before the address of the Leader of 


the Islamic Involution, President 
Hojjatoleslam Akbar Hashemi 
Ra&anjani referred' to the Bediat 
feast as a great and inspiring day. 



He added that a Caspian Sea 
shipping line would be established 
to transport passengers between 
Iran and othtf littoral states, a 
move be says would provide a 
source of transit revenue. 

The President said the Leader 
Ayatollah Seyed All Khamenei 
had expressed his consent to the 
Tehran-North Highway, which 
could be seen as strong support for 
die Inject 

The I21-4un highway between 
T^uan Province and the northern 
regions of Iran Is predicted to cost 
1,400 bfition rials, IRNA reported. 



Syrian Premier in 
China 


BEUING. CHINA - China wants 
to see a comprriieQsive peace set- 
tlement in the Middle East and will 
continue to support the peace ef- 
fbn there, Chin^ Prime Minister 
Li Peng said yesterday. 

During tal^ with Syrian Prime 
Minister Mahmud al-Zohbi, who 
is on his first visit to China, Li said 
agreements which have been 
reached by the relevant parties in 
the region should te at&ered to. 
the Xmhna news agency re- 
ported. 

li said that Syria, as an impor- 
tant country in the Middle East, 
was playing a pivotal role in the 
peace process in the region. 

Zohbi conveyed President 
Hafez ai- Assad’s greetings to 
President Jiang Zemin and li, 
saying the purpose of bis visit was 

to further promote ftiendsbip be- 
tween the two countries, espe- 
cially their cooperation in 
ecommic and trade sectors, the 
official news agency said. 

Zohbi arrived here yesterday 
for a six-day tour that marks the 
first official visit lo Cluna by a 
Syrian premier. 

Arabs Hold 
Confereoce on 
I Nuclear Power | 

DAMASCUS, SYRIA - An Arab 
conference on the peaceful uses of 
nuclear en^gy opened in the Syr- 
ian capital yester^, with e xperts 
from 10 countries taking part. 

The Director of tiie Syrian 
Atomic Energy Agency, Ibralum 
Osman, uild AFP that the five-day 
conference would focus on the 
uses of nuclear energy in agricul- 
oire, indusoy and medicine. 

Ghalf Gives Fbiai 
O.K. to 
Oii-for-Food 

UNITED NATIONS - U.N. Sec- 
retaiy-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali yesterday gave the final 
green light for an oU-for-food ar- 
rangement nd(b Iraq u> come into 
effect. U.N. ofBcials said. 

U.N. spokesman Ahmad 
Fawzi said that Boutros-Ghali bad 
submitted his final r^ott on the 
deal to U.N. Securi^ Council 
President Paolo FUlcL 

The deal coaid be effective as 
of today at 05:01 GMT, he added. 

Six Arab-Isnielis 
Arrested for Akfing 
I HAMAS I 

UMM ELipAHM, ISRAEL - Is- 
raeli police arrested sbt Ar^Is- 
raella yesterday for allegedly 


fimneling funds to the Palestinian 
Islamic movement HAMAS 
through an "orphans and prison- 
ers" charity, officials said. 

The six su^ecis were detained 
in fliis Arab town in northern Is- 
rael and will be brought to court 
for a custotfy hearing today, said 
Unda Menuchim, a spokeswoman 
for Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kabalani. 

She said the non-profit organi- 
zation "orphans and prisoners” 
was suspected of channeling 
money to families of jailed or 
IdUed activists in the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (HAMAS), 
the main Palestinian movement 
opposed to peace accords with Is- 
r^. 


PA Possess 
And-Tank Missiles 


WASHINGTON, U.S.A. - Pales- 
tinian Authorities have acknow- 
ledged possessing' dozens of 
anti-tank missiles, according to a 
report in Time magazine. 

The Palestinians are forbidden 
from having such weapons ac- 
cording to the Oslo Accords 
reached with Israel, the magazine 
said. 

Citing Israeli mteUigence re- 
ports, the ma£aTine aUn s pid die 
Palestinians were working 
"around the clock” to obtain anti- 
aircraft mirailes. 

The magazine said that Pales- 
tinian securiQ^ officials denied of- 
ficial involvement in weapons 
smuggling but acknowledged hav- 
ing the anti-tank missiles, whidi 
were confiscated from or donated 
by local Islamic militants. 

Iraa and Jordan 
Continue Trade 
Talks 

AMMAN, JORDAN - Jordanian 
Prime Minister Abdelkarim 
Kabariti held talks here yesterday 
with Iraqi Trade Minister Moham- 
med Mahdi on ways to develop 
their trade links, as Iraq prepared 
to implement a U.N. oU-for-food 
deal. 

"The meeting centered on the 
development of relations between 
the two countries in the commer- 
cial field,” Saleh told journalists 
after the talks. 

The two men also discussed 
bilateral trade, reduced Am- 
man from $4(X) million to S220 
million in January because of the 
accumulation of Iraqi ddit, said 
Saleh. ^ 


of Principles and subsequent 
agreements and the principle of 
’land for peace’." 

Algabid had blamed the peace 
stalemate on the government of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu for its "non-compli- 
ance” with previous deals. 

"The Middle East peace proc- 
ess has been markin g time since 
the ascension to power of the new 
government in Israel,” be said. 

Foreign ministers from the 
OIC’s S3 member nations are at- 
tending the grouping’s 24th an- 
nual ministerial meeL 

Meanwhile, the Ira^ Foreiga 
Minister Mohammed Said al-Sa- 
haf said die OIC has not been 
effective in assisting Iraqi efforts 
to have a five-year-old United Na- 
tions embargo lifted. 

Asked whether the OIC had 
Jbeen helpful in Iraq’s lobbying to 
have the U.N. sanctions lifted, 
Al-Sahaf said: *Not at all." 

He said Iraq was relying more 
on the support of individual coun- 
tries than the OIC as a whole. 
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Air Quality Control Company a subsidiary ofMunicipality of Tehran, 
which monitors the air quality in Tehran, announced: 

Wednesday ambient air quality expressed in terms of "Pollution 
Standard Index" (PSI) was categorized as hazardous (due to a high 
[concentration of carbon monoxide). 


"We have bilateral relations 
wi± friendly countries which 
have support^ us." he said. "We 
have no specific demand from the 
OIC." 

Also an Indonesian senior offi- 
cial said foreign ministers of the 
OIC yesterday ruled to keep the 
Afghan seat vacant in the face of 
rival claimants. 

"The ministers adopted a deci- 
sion ... to Imep the Afghan chair 
vacant, without prejudice to the 
question of recognition of the gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan," said 
Izhar Ibrahim, director general of 
political affairs at the Indonesian 
Foreign Ministry. 


He said that the decision was 
effective only for the duration of 
the meeting. 

"The conference does not take 
side with whichever sides ... there 
should not be any interpretation 
that (here is a recognition of any 
of the parties," Ibrahim told a 
press briefuig at the end of the first 
day of the five-day meeting of the 
24th Islamic conference of foreign 
ministers. 

Envoys from the two rival fac- 
tions in Afghanistan, that of for* 
mer President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and that of the Taliban, 
have not been admitted to the pro- 
ceedings of the conference here. 


Iranian Armenians Re|ect 
Negative Propaganda of 
Foreign Media 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - Iranian Armenians on 
Sunday condemned the disinfor- 
mation and negative propaganda 
spread by foreign media and some 
so-called human rights organiza- 
tions regarding (heir status. 

According to an IRNA repon. 
the National and Chilmral Associa- 
tion of Armenians of Tehran, said 
in its siatemeni on the eve of the 
World Human Rights Day. that 
Iranian Armenians actively and 


freely pursue their social and cul- 
tural activities without any restric- 
tions. 

“Iranian Armenians enjoy full 
freedom in their personal lives and 
religious affairs, as guaranteed by 
the Constitution of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran”, read part of the 
statement. 

“This association, as a social 
entity, hereby condemns the idle 
prattle of global arrogance," con- 
cluded the statement. 




Opposition Demonstrators 
Unite to Denounce President 


ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN 
(AFP) - Some 3,500 people took to 
die streets Sund^ in the Kazakh 
capital Almaty to protest against 
President Nursultan Nararbayev 
and economic hard times exacer- 
bated by months without pay. 

The authorized protest called 
by oppiosition parties and inde- 
pendent trade unions was the first 
aimed directly atNazarbayev. who 
was a top official in Kazakhstan 
during the Soviet era, before 1991. 


Protesters booed the approxi- 
mately ISO police officers w'ho 
were on hand for the event and 
shouted slogans against Nazar- 
bayev, whom they called the 
"Head of the Bandits Governing 
Us." They also warned "remem- 
ber, what happened to NajibuUah," 
Afghanistan's former Communist 
president who was killed in Sep- 
tember by the Taliban militia there. 
"Step down on your own," they 
shouted. 



they also tried to divert public attention from the 
deep-rooted differences roosting among themselves. 

Those who Imep an eye on developments in the region 
understand that countries such os Qatar rmd Oman are 
no more ready to bow before dictatorial policies oi Saudi 
Arabia. 

We hove seen Bahrain boycott the summit for the first; 
time since the organization was formed in 1981, gmd its 
absence in Doha threatened the shaky unity of the! 
alliance. 

Anyway, such an irrational statement has no| 
significance for Iron except that it was a chorus 
orchestrated by Washington for the creation of an 
atmosphere through which a big gihiiTilr of petro-doUazs 
could be channeled back to the United States for 
purchasing American weapons by Arab Sheikdoms. 





t 










Eye on Greater East Asia 

^‘Myanmar Finds the Door 
Closed” 



By: BEHZAD SHABANI^, FH.D. 


T he Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 
an informal summit meeting in Jakarta barred Myan- 
mar's entry into its seven-member body, tying it irrevocably 
to the admissions of Cambodia and Laos. The two Indo- 
Chinese states desperately >need access to the ASEAN 
structure and had been cofivinced full membership was 
imminent. 

The disappointment of tMiro small countries counted less 
at Jakarta’s one-day summit than the saving of face for 
ASEAN which had been pushing forward on Myanmar for 
months. 

ASEAN leaders paid jip service to their commitment to 
admitting Myanmar, wljtch Western nations and human 
rights groups argue would be tantamount to endorsing junta 
abuses, but backed away from setting a date. 

This analyst has always been of the belief that the notion 
of "constructive engagemerrt" within ASEAN is a positive 
and forward-looking orientation, and has bore fruit before. 
Admitting Myanmar would undoubtedly work toward 
SLORC (State Law and Order Restoration Council - the 
military junta in power since 1989) in a compromise ap- 
proach. inevitably resulting in changes in Myanmar. Even 
though the preliminary changes will be of a cosmetic nature, 

I they will pave the way for genuine change, though gradually 
initiated. 

Myarimar’s admission will create a breathing space for 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader of the Democratic League 
and eventually (not in a very distant future) bring her to 
! center stage. The Nobel Peace Prize winner's strategy 
seems to be in tune with this policy, stating that confronta- 
tions with the military rulers will lead to junta becoming even 
more uncompromising. 

ASEAN's "constructive engagement" formula has been 
successfully applied to involving ^e people's Republic of 
China (PRC) in the Southeast Asia region, thus leading to 
China’s softer approach toward the Spratlys, which Beijing 
solely claims entitlement to. Malaysia, Brunei, the Philip- 
pines and Indonesia are involved in China-AS^N contro- 
versy over the Spratlys. The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations forced China to deal colfectively with ASEAN over 
the islands being disputed in the South China Sea. China's 
isolation was deemed detrimental toward the security of 
Southeast Asia, but engaging her has resulted in China 
being more receptive to ASEAN’s demands. 

Enforcing "The ASEAN Way,” the mode of conduct in 
ASEAN — which emphasizes common interest, bypassing 
differences or putting them on a back-burner, postponing 
them for the future — will bear fruit on Myanmar. To absorb 
Myanmar, the security of the region will be enhanced (being 
in the common interest of all the ten nations of Southeast 
Asia), will involve Yangoon in the AFTA (ASEAN Free 
.Trade Area), and will contribute to the economy of all the 
countries. Myanmar's rich natural resources will act as an 
engine for further growth. Its abundant labor will enable 
labor-intensive industries to be relocated to Myanmar, lay- 
ing foundations for further prosperity. Cash-strapped Myan- 
mar needs the investments which will be forthcoming with 
the changes to be installed there, thus leading to a reorien- 
tation of its internal policies, etc. 

Last but not least, the two small Indo-Chinese states 
must not suffer because of irregularities in Myanmar. AS- 
EAN’s meeting In Jakarta was a compromise and inadver- 
tently indicated where the group’s weaknesses lie - that is 
to succumb to Western pressure, which in this analyst’s 
view will not lead to SLORC being forced to open, up 
Myanmar’s society. By keeping Yangoon out, isolation 
takes place with all its negative effects on Myanmar’s 
populace. And again, one must pay heed to what Mahathir 
Mohamad, the Malaysian premier, says of Western pres- 
sure to isolate Myanmar "You can choose your friends but 
not your neighbors." Isolating Myanmar will have adverse 
effects on ail Southeast Asia. 


Major (L) and Irish primler Bruton 

Major, Bruton Meet on Restarting 
Northern Ireland Pence Process 


LONDON. ENGLAND (AFP) - 
Prime ministeis John M^or of 
Britain and John Bruton of Ireland 
met here yesterday to tiy to fire up 
stalled Northern Ireland peace 
talks, but large questions re- 
mained on if — and how — Sitm 
Fein might joiiL 

Major set a stem tone for the 
talks with a warning Sund^ that 
ai^ new Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) cease-fire would have to be 
proven ’’genuine" and "sustain- 
able" before Sinn Fein, the IRA's 
political voice, were allowed imo 
talks that began last June. 

Althoagh the meeting here was 
to discuss European Union issues 
ahead of the EU summit in Dublin 
this weekend. M^or made it clear 
in a television interview that 
Northern Ireland was high on the 
agenda. 

And be indicated he was not 
optiinistic for an early renewal of 
the 17-month cease-fire the IRA 
broke with a bombing catrqraign 
last February. 

"I'm not going down a fake 
path again," said Major. "We've 

More Than 
150 Slain in 
Sierra Leone 

FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE 
(AFP) - More than 150 people 
were massacred at the weekend in 
two villages in northern Siena 
Leone, less than 10 d^s after the 
government signed a peace accord 
with td>el forces, witnesses told 
journalists in the region yesterday. 

The killings occuned in tte 
Ibiikolili district 

The signing of the peace ac- 
cord on Novend)er 30 between Si- 
erra Leonean President Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah and Foday Sankob, 
the leader of the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF), ended more 
than five years of civil wac 

Since 1991, more than 10,000 
people have di^ in fighting in the 
West African nation. 


done that and we were betrayed 
by Sinn Fein/IRA. who said one 
thing when th^ were doing an- 
other This time it needs to be 
real" 

But he also made clear that 
once a new cease-fire was de- 
clared. and he was satisfied it was 
legitime, he would not drag his 
feet 

"1 will not wait for too long to 
see if it is to be sustainable,” he 
said. 

"What I do not wish to see 
would be a phory cease-fire - a 
cease-fire sinqrly to score public 
relations victoties and to try and 
have Sinn Fein parachuted into 
the talks without actually giving 
up the violence which has sus- 
tained the IRA for so long," Msgor 
said. Sizm Fein President Geny 
Adams dismissed the premier's 
rematits as containing "nothing 
new or positive." 

As Major and Bruton met a 
London newsp^t the Express, 
quoted sources close to the IRA as 
spring the IRA would not call its 
traditional Chiistiiias truce this 
year; for the first time in 27 years. 

42 Drown in 
Ferry Capsize in 
Sndan 

KHARTOUM, SUDAN (AFP) - 
Forty-two people drowned when a 
ferry capsized on Saturday in die 
Nile River north of here, an official 
□ewspiqier said yesterday. 

Five passengers managed to 
swim to safety following the acci- 
dent near die town of Shendi, some 
180 kilometers (111 miles) north 
of the Sudanese capital Kh^oum, 
the official A1 Engaz Al Watani 
daily said. 

It said that 27 women were 
among the dead and that only 12 
bodies had been recovered. 

The newspaper said the ferry 
was cany'ing villagers to a relig- 
ious celebration when it capsized: 




ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN: Lebane$e-born widow of slain 
Murtaza Bhutto (R), Ghinva, and Pakistani caretaker Prime 
Minister Malik Khalid (L) come out after a meeting Dec. 7 . 
Ghinva, who anived in Islamabad for the first time since the 
killing of her husband in a police shooting in Karachi Sept 20, 
earlier told a news conference that she would run against 
deposed Premier Benazir Bhutto in the national elections 
scheduled to be held Feb. 3. 

(AFP Photo) 


SINGAPORE tAFP) - Wrangling 
over high-tech products, telecom 
services end labor standards domi- 
nated talks here yesterday as min- 
isters from 127 nations kicked off 
die first-ever meeting of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 

The week-long uade meeting 
comes two years after die birdi of 
die WTO which followed the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the Uruguay 
round of global trade talks within 
the General Agreement on Tariffi 
and Trade (GATT). 

Charlene Barshefsky, die acting 
U.S. trade representative, said 
there had been "very good pro- 
gress" on a proposed Information 
Technology Agreement (ITA), de- 
signed to eliminate tariff on high- 
tech products by 2000. 

But her deputy, Jeffry Lang, 
warned diat the eCTwt could col- 
lapse if diere was no compromise 
before the meeting ends Friday. 

"We strongly feel that if we 
don't get an ITA here, diere is a 
risk, a serious risk, that we may not 

it at any other time. That is why 
we are pushing so hard to do it 
here," he said. 

Barshefoky hailed "impressive 
offers" by Asian countries but said 
the so-called quadrilateral group- 
ing of Canada, the European Union 
(EU), Japan and the United States 
had yet to resolve their difierences. 

Japan accused the EU of block- 
ing the ITA proposal, covering an 
estimated S600 billion a year in 
worid trade, by insisting diat it be 
linked to government procurement 
of such products. 

"The main obstacle is the EU," 
a Japanese Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said, denouncing the "delaying 
tactic" adopted by the Europeans. 
*^t's not fkir to try and make a 


linkage with somedting ^eise. Tt 
should not be allowed." . ■ 

France meanwhile said Watik- 
ington had to pay a price if it 
wanted an agreement in Singapofe. 

A top Ftench official who 
not to be named said an accord was 
"impossible” unless Washington 
budged on other issues, citing un 
resolved problems over tire list of 
items to te inchided in foe deal 

Malaysia's Minister for Inter- 
national Trade and bidustiy Rafi- 
dah Aziz, a vocal critic of tiw ITA 
proposal, voiced (^position to foe 
plan. 

"We are not for a zero approach, 
nor are we for a deadline for foe 
year 2000," she said. "We didn’t 
come here to negotiate ITA." 

On foe more immediate isaie of 
the looming February IS deadline 
to conclude talks on basic telecom- 
munications services, negotiators 
expressed confidence diat they had 
inched closer to a compromise. 

Talks to liberalize foe maiket 
for services such as voice, data 
transfer, telqpam and fax services 

— worfo about SS50 billiixi a year 

— collapsed in April with Wash- 
ington demanding better offers 
from Asian nations. - 

During a special meeting of 
ministers from about 35 countries 
involved in the telecom taOcs, Aus- 
tralia, Canada, South Korea and 
Singapore indicated foey would 
soon be bringing improved o^ts 
to Geneva, sources said. 

"The bottom Une was that we 
foink this was a very good meeting, 
veiy positive in tone," said Bar- 
shets^, who chaired foe two-hour 
talks. She said foe meeting was a 
"building block" in the process of 
reaching an agreement 


Ghanaian President Leads Poll 
at Halfway Stage 




ACCRA. GHANA (AFP) - Presi- 
dent Jeny Rawlings had a com- 
fortable lead yesteids^ over his 
nearest rival in Ghana’s presiden- 
tial election with just over half the 
constituencies reporting early re- 
sults. 

Provisional results from 102 of 
the 200 constituencies gave Rawl- 
ings 54 percent of the 3.4 miltion 
votes conqiarcd to 43 percent for 
John Knfrior of the New Patriotic 
Party. 


RAWLINGS 


The tbiid challengei; Edward 
Mahaxna, was credited with three 
pezeenL 

llie eaify results were enough, 
for some analysts most pro- 
goveziuuent pspers to fed confi- 
dent tbar Rawlings woold 
continne his 15-year idgn in foe 
West African country nntfl foe 
end of the centmy. 

Saturday’s presidential poll 
was held in coiyunction with Iqg- 
isbtive elections. 


— y. laiauve etecoons. 

Znirenii Rdiels Cloini to Have Captnreit Another Towi 

«« 

of fte Zainsm a™ed fo^s. n«y do not 

L give up easily- 

had seized foe town of Bunia near ^ 

to 'f Bunia would be 

a hard fight ops put up the northernmost town captured by 

■Bunia fell yestenJav" .h, eu«fillas. who have ^en 

mainly Tuts, rebels’ Luii^ most of eastern Zaire since rising 

Chief. Paul Kabongo told AFP 

6 s lulu Arj*. ment m October. 
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Tajik Peace 
Talks 
Postponed 


.DUSHANBE, TAJIKISTAN 
j (AF!^ ’ Peace talk& doe yesteid^ 
^ between Tapk I^eadent Emomali 
^ pyMimanm r and an Islamic leibd 
miiitmy leader have been put 
bad^ possibty to tods^, a pxesi- 

.. iq>ftVweinfln saitL 

He saididsel Leader Said Ab- 
I AiTlah Non oould not get to the 
1 talks on time bm the meeting, the 
dnxd between the two men, c^d 
- tdce place tod^. 

A 17X. p2^ caoying Nun 
was foiced down Ihliban mili- 

tia in western Afghanistan on Sal- 
md^ and was onfy allowed to 
I leave a day later 

Altfabt^ 'it was originaSy 
hBaM for Kmtdnz, near the 
Afj^ian city of Ibloqan 
wfaoe Nun has his stronghold, 
Tblibaa souices said he diverted 
to Kand^iar to meet tbeir top 
Mohammad Omar 

Nun's plane was doe to land in 
Knnto yesterday. 

However a U.N. spokesman in 
I /ngildstai], quoted by Meifix 
I news ageno', said the plane had 
Ignited at Kandahar because of a 
. teghnicfll problem and Nun was 
stni in tile town eady yesterday. 

The meeting with Rakbrnmov 
was due to clear the wiy for a new 
tound of talks under the aegis of 
the United Nations betoie the two 
leaders would meet a gain late De- 
ceirih er 

Sources close to the talks said 
the cease-fire was also on the 
agenda. It was declared in Sq)> 
teni)er 1994 but has been repeat- 
edty violated and renewed since 
then. Its latest expiry date is the 
end of December. 

Meanwhile InteifiLx. quoting 
an infonned Defense Nfinis- 
taj source, said the r^els on Sun- 
day had seized Kalai-Hussein, 
near the eastern d^* of Thyildara, 
winch is 200 kUometers (125 
miles) east of Dushanbe. 

McanwWle, Afghairisian’s 
Taliban movuncnt yesterdary ex- 
pressed siqiport for Ihiilcistan's 
Islamic oj^sttion but Said there 
was ^ special lelafionship" be- 
tween the two. 

The Tblfl>an ading Minister for 
Information and Culture, Mullah 
Amir Khan Muttat^ told AFP the 
Thliban siqipoited the struggle of 
oppressed groups for freedom and 
hi^iness, the ligbs of the 
Thpkiniigshedeen. 

^ Chirac finives 
for EU Talks 
with Kohl 

NUREMBERG. GERMANY 
(AFP) • Frendk President Jacques 
Chirac arrived at die Nuremberg 
Town Hall yesterday fyca one-day 
summit with German Chancellor 
Hefanut Kohl ahead of a European 
Union summit, 

Chirac and Kohl are finalizing 
^ a jojit inidative for the summit 
Friday and Saturday in Dublin in a 
bid to inject new life into the inter- 
govemmental conference revising 
the Maastricht treaty and charting 
the future of die EU. 

This wiU take the form of an 
le^ published in Nurem* 
1)^ yesterday and addressed to 
die current EU President, Irish Pre- 
mier John Bruton. 

The initiative will above all deal 
with the fight against organized tn- 
• temational crime, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kiokel said in an 
interview published }'esierday. 



Mass Studeni Prelesis 
Against Milosevic 
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BELXaRADE, YUGOSLAVIA; Nearly 100,000 people demonstrate Dec. 7 on the streets of 
Belgrade in a new anti-government protest Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic said that 
police and army would not intervene against protestors. (AFP Photo) 



BELGRADE (AFP) - Tbns of 
thousands of. students marched 
through the streets of the Serbian 
cqzhal Belgrade yestezd^ for die 
21st d^ of mas.c protests, furious 
after the cormny’s Siqiieme Court 
confixined the ammhiiem of oppo- 
sition victories in local elections. 

Some 40,000 studenis - the 
largest body of students yet to 
protest — gathered in the bitteify 
cold early aftenxxm to call for the 
ouster of Piesideiit Sbbodan 
Nfilosevic ~ a key figure in the 
intematinnai community's peace 
efforts in the regioiL 

The students were applauded 
by peqile hanging out of their 
windows to show support for the 
protests, throwing the Confetti, 
balloons and p^)er planes that the 
demonstrators hanre used to sym- 
bolize the peaceful protests. 

The students beaded for the 
Belgrade police headquarters 
where they were to protest a vi- 
cious atta^ on one protester on 
Saturday. 


Dejan Bulatovic, a 21-year-oId 
student, was arrested Saturday af- 
ter carrying an e£Ggy of Milosevic 
dressed in prison garb. His mother 
told a radio station yesterday he 
had been severdy beaten, so- 
domised and insuhed becmise of 
the protests. 

*^e was insuhedl, they (police- 
men) pushed a robber stick into 
his anus, th^ kicked him while 
he was lying down,” his mother 
said after visiting him in JaiL 

"A political didogue is essen- 
tial," Zoian Djindjic, head of the 
Democratic Party (DS) told the 
daily Bhc. ”A pol^cal conqiio- 
mise is possible only if we hold 
round t^le talks designed to de- 
fire; the conditions of political life 
in Serbia,” Djindjic said. 

"The round table would be a 
dialogue between the authorities 
and the opposition." he wen! on. 
"not in a d^lomatic form or bar- 
gaimng, but a serious discossioa 
about the political future of this 
courttiy." 


(AFP Photo) 

But Djindjic’s new stand 
clashes with that of another major 
oppositioD figure, Draskovic, 
who insists that no ooiquomise is 
possible and that Milosevic most 
resign or be forced out. 

Draskovic told 50,000 demon- 
siiatois Sunday that the opposi- 
tion's main ^al was no longer 
recognition of the opposition elec- 
toral win but rather h^osevic's 
resignation. 

Meanwhile, according to the 
latest rqioit fiom Belgrade, oppo- 
sition coalition together has de- 
cided to boycott the Federal 
Yugoriav Rqmblic’s Parliament 
which is due to open today in Bel- 
grade, leading opposition figure 
Zoran Djindjic said yestetd^. 

Djmcyjc told the indqpendent 
radio station B-92 that the coali- 
tion, which claimed to have won 
victory m local elections in some 
15 out of IS key towns, would 
boycott the federal padiament in 
order to protest the annolment of 
those victories. 


Trial Fuels New Fears After Paris Blast 


PARIS. FRANCE (AFP) - Secu- 
rity was tight yesterday for the 
opening of die trial of34 suspected 
Islamic activists, less than a week 
after a bomb on a Paris commuter 
train killed four people. 

The trial of a group of Muslim 
activists accused of backing a Mo- 


roccan guerrilla group has further 
fueled fears of a new campaign of 
terror in the French coital. 

There has been speculation the 
new attack, which raised die spec- 
ter of a retuni of last summer's 
wave of violence in the French 
capital, was linked to the opening 


of yesterday's trial. 

The defendants, mostly of 
North African origin, are accused 
of establishing a terror network in 
France wh ich was in particular be- 
hind an attack in Manakesh in Au- 
gust 1994 which killed two 
Spanish tourists. 



SRINAGAR, MDIA: Indian army soldiers carry the dead bony of one of the foriegn militants 
who was killed early Dec. 7 in a fierce shootout with the Indian army in the Hknalayan state of 
Kashmir Five Indian soldiers and six Islamic mercenaries were killed jn the gun battle. 

(AFP Photo) 


nt4NfifElfVPOZJnC4L DESK 
TEHRAN - (Dispatches) Arab 
leaders of Persian Gulf littotal 
states yesterday ended their sum- 
mit without tte paiticipation of 
Bahrain who boycotted the meet- 
ing because of a dispute with 
C^tac 

In their final statement, the 
(Persian) &ilf Cooperation Coun- 
cil warned that Israel's refuse to 
honor its commitmenls will inevi- 
tably lead to a breakdown of the 
peace process and increases the 
chance of more violence in the re- 
gion. 

The ((P)GCC) member states 
welconi^ the beginning of UN's 
oil-for-food program which en- 
ables Baghdad to purchase food 
with a limited amount of oil reve- 
nue. 

They also accused Tbbran of 
purchasing too many weapons 
and called for the three Iranian is- 
lands to be handed over to the 
United Arab Emirates. 

NATO 
Approves 
Plan for New 
Force in Bosnia 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM (AFP) - 
NATO ambassadors yesterday ^ 
proved plans to replace the 
peacdreqping force in Bosnia 
with a smaller follow-up contin- 
gent starting on December 20, a 
NATO official said. 

The official stressed that this 
^)piroval is pieliminaty and that 

new force will only be formal- 
ized once the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil gives the altiance a roandate to 
contiime its mission in Bosnia. 

Alliance foreign minis ters wDI 
endorse the provisional ^rproval 
at a meeting today and Wednes- 
day at NATO headquarters here. 

Tie new force, to be called 
SjFOR. or Stabnizarioa Force, will 
comprise 31,000 troops and hav'e 
an 18-month mandate. 

Romanian 
Premier 
Announces 
Government List 

BUCHAREST. ROMANIA 
(AFP) - Prime Minister-designate 
Victor Cioibea yesterday an- 
nounced the Cabinet list he will 
present *o Partiament, setting the 
stage for RomazBa’s first conser- 
vative government in decades. 

Ciodaea said he would prob- 
ably submit the proposed Cabinet 
to the legislature to^ for a vote 
of confidence. 

The new government com- 
prises 27 ministers and state sec- 
retaries, mostly drawn fiom the 
Conservative Democratic Con- 
vention (CDR). 

Permits to 
Preach in Egypt 

CAIRO, EGYPT (AFP) - The 
Egyptian ParUainent has passed 
legislation requiring Muslim cler- 
ics to obtain special permits fiom 
the Egyptian audiorities to preach 
in mosques. 

The bill was passed Saturday by 
Parliamoit and is widely seen here 
as a new effort by the authorities to 
clamp down oa Muslim extremists 
in Egypt, government newspapers 
reported yesterd^. 

Violators will be fined 300 
pounds ($100) and sentenced to 
one mondi in jail, the daily said. 






ANKARA, TURKEY - Bor- 
der guards opened fire at 
Greek Cypriots who alleg- 
edly entered the Turkish- 
held north of the Cypriot 
capital and tore down a 
Turkish flog yesterday, the 
Turkish-Cypriot news 
agency TAK said. 

BELGRADE, YUGOSLA- 
VIA - The opposition coali- 
tion together has dedded 
to boycott the Federal Yu- 
goslav Republic's Parlia- 
ment which is due to open 
today in Belgrade, lead- 
ing opposition figure 
Zoran Djindjic said yester- 
day. 

MOSCOW, RUSSIA - Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
left his country house out- 
side Moscow yesterday 
for another one further 
north where he will "com- 
plete his convalescence," 
the Kremlin press sen^ice 
was cited by news agen- 
cies as saying. 

SEOUL, S. KOREA - A 
family of 1 6 North Koreans, 
and a policeman who 
helped them escape, 
flew fo freedom here yes- 
terday. ending a dra- 
matic 45-day ordeal since 
they fled their hungry 
homeland. 

(DISPATCHES) 


[Turkmenistan 
to Host U.N. 
Forum on 
Afghanistan 


ASKHABAD, TURKMENIS- 
TAN (Reuter) - Turianenistan will 
host a United Nations-sponsored 
forum in Jamiaiy focusuig on aid 
to war-tom Afghanistan, the offi- 
cial T\ukinen-press news agency 
saidyesterd^'. 

The conference will be held on 
January 21-22 in the desert na- 
tion's coital Askhabad, the 
agency said. 

Afghanistan's political, social 
and economic problems are to be 
discussed by officials fiom sev- 
eral states including Russia and 
the United States. Representative 
from major international lending 
institutions will also be present. 

Kurdish Rebels 
Release Six Turkish 
Soldiers 

ANKARA, TURKEY (AP) - Six 
Turkish soldieis who were 
tured by Kurdish rebels 16 months 
ago have been released and are 
back fixnn Nortiiero Iraq, where 
they had been held. 

Uie soldiers were handed over 
unconditionally to Fethullah- Ep 
has, a deputy fiiom the ruling Is- 
lamic Welfare Party, at a Kurdish 
rebel base in Northern Iraq on Sun- 
day, the daily Hurriyet reported 
yesterday. 
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Jordan Wants to Learn from Defeat ^ 

CHICAGO (AFP) - Michael Jordan vowed that die Chicago Bulls would 
remember the Miami Heat's celebrations after th^ handed die National 
Basketball Association champions their second loss of the season. Dan 
Majerle's three-pointer with less than two seconds left gave the Heat an 
83-^0 victory. They lead the Atlantic Division with a 1 5-5 tecord. They 
wanted it more than we did," said Jordan. "We have to make sure that 
doesn't hapipen again. "It was evident the way they celebrated after the 
game what it really meant to them. We'll have that memory." Chicago : 
Jead the Central Division with a 1 7-2. J 


Sports Highlights 

Iran Keep Slender 
Quarter-Final Hopes Alive 

DUBAI (AFP) - Iran kept their slender Asian Cup quaner-final hopes 
alive here with a convincing 3-1 win over Thailand here on Sunday. 

In what was amust win match for both sides, Iran did not find the Thais 
the pushover Saudi Arabia had three days ago when they crushed them 
6 - 0 . 

In fact it was Thailand who nearly opened the scoring in the 20th 
minute when their mile-a-minute st>'le was giving the Iranian defense 
and uncomfortable time. 

Seconds after missing from ten yards out Worrawoot Srimaka got a 
second bite and rocketed ashotoffthe cross bar with Iranian keeperNima 
Nakisa well beaten. 

But a dis:iplined Iranian side slowly but surely began to impose 
themselves on the Thais, most of the problems coming from the Iranian 
midfielder Naeim Saadavi who was wrecking havoc with his runs down 
the wing. 

As Thailand struggled, Iran got the goal that always looked like 
coming when Saadavi let fly from 25 yards out. The bail clipped the 
inside of the post and into the goal. 

It was just reward for Saadavi who was a class above anyone else on 
the field. 

Thailand continued to threaten on the break and four minutes before 
the break striker Natipong Sritong, taking a leaf out ofSaadavi, tried one 
from 30 yards but the ball shaved the wrong side of the post. 

In the 5.<4th minute, a blunder by Thai defender Kritsada Piandit, when 
he lost control of the ball, allowed Mehrdad Minavand to put Iran two in 
i front 

With the defense in disarray. Minavand cut across the front ofthe box 
before blasting past Thai keeper Nipon MalanonL 

But Irans's third goal was their finest 

Striker Ali Daei, his head swathed in bandages after a bloody first half 
clash with defender Surachai Jirastrichote, collected the ball in the center 
of the area and as the Thai defense closed in he coolly picked his spot 
and slotted the ball past Nipon. 

Five minutes from time Natipong pulled one back for Thailand. It was 
rich reward for a team that had shaken off it's thrashing by the Saudis. 
Their final group match will be against Iran in three days. 

Becker Outserves Ivanisevic 

MUNICH, GERMANY (AP) - Boris Becker served with devastating 
efficiency against the most ferocious server in the game and beat Goran 
Ivanisevic in straight sets to win die most lucrative prbse in tennis 
Sunday. 

Riding the support of a partisan crowd of 1 0,000 in the city where he 
lives, Becker rout^ Ivanisevic 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 in the final ofthe S 6 million 
Grand Slam Cup. 

Hie victoiy earned Becker $ 1 .875 million. Ivanisevic had to settle for 
$812,500. 


"I felt good from the start, I returned well and 1 was getting serves in," 
Becker said. "1 played amazing tennis, I didn't make any mistakes." 




Andrews and Hulbert Earn One-Shot Mctory 
TARPON SPRINGS. FLORIDA (AFP) - Tlie tm of Donna Andrews 
and Mike Hulbeit fired a final-round 68 on Sund^ for a one-shot victoiy 
in the rain-shortened. S1.5 million JC Penn^ Cbssfo Golf TbnmamenL 
Andrews and Hulbeit, who shared the lead with Pat Hurst and Soott 
McCairon entering Sunday's third round, finished wifti a 16-under total 
of 197 and ^Ih the $375,000 fust-prize. The tandem of rei gning U.S. 
amateur champions Kelli Kuehne and 20-yearold Tiger Woods tied fbt 
second with Missie McGeoige and Joel Edwards on 15-under 198. 
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LONDON: Arsenal’s David Platt (left) and Derby's Darryl Powell in action during their Premier 
League match at Highbury in London Dee. 7. 

(AFP Photo) 

4!ler$ Fall Prer to Paotliers 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Caro- 
lina became the first National 
Football League team to clinch a 
playoft berth in their second year 
of existence on Sunday, at the 
expense of five-lime Siq>er Bowl 
champions San Francisco. 

The Panthers defeated , the 
49ers 30-24, becoming the first 
team to beat San Francisco twice 
in the same season since Atlanta 
in 1991. 

The young club had stunned 
San Francisco 23-7 in September. 

Kerry Collins threw for 327 
yards and three touchdowns, in- 
cluding a pair to WeslQ' Walls, as 
Carloina won their fouilh straight. 
Their 10-4 record matches San 
Francisco’s in the National Con- 
ference West, but ±ey lead the 
Division by virtue of their two 
victories over the 49ers. 

The 49ers also secured a play- 
off berth, thanks to Washin^on's 
loss at Tanq>a Bay. They wasted 
another good effort from quarter- 
back Steve Young, who com- 
pleted 27 of 41 passes for 391 
yards with three touchdowns and 
two intercqjtions. San Francisco 
missed a chance to cq)ture their 
10th division crown in 1 1 years. 

Young appeared to have San 
Francisco driving for a possible 
go-ahead score when former 49er 
Eric Davis intercepted a pass off 
the hands of receiver Terrell 
Owens at the Carolina21 yard line 
with less than five minutes left. 

The Green Bay packers 
clinched the NFC Central crown 
for the second straight year with a 
41-6 rout of AFC West winners 
Denver. 

The game was touted as a pos- 
sible Super Bow] preview, but its 
interest was dimmed when the 
Broncos decided to have injured 


quarterback John Elway sh out. 

While Bill Musgrave made his 
first career NFL start in place of 
Elway, the packers relied on star 
quarterback Brett Favre, who 
passed for four touchdowns, in- 
cluding three to Antonio Freeman. 

It was die fifth time this season 
Favre had passed for at least four 
touchdowns in a game. 

Green Bay's defense did their 
part, holding Denver’s Terrell 
Davis, foe NFL's leading rusher 
with 1 ,437 yards this season, to 54 
yards on 14 carries. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers, last 
year's Super Bowl ninners-up, 
clinched their third straight AFC 
Central title with a 16-3 victoiy 
over foe San Diego Chargers. 

Norm Johnson kicked three 
field goals and Mike Tomczak 
threw a touchdown pass for foe 
Steelers, vfoose cause was helped 
by Jacksonville’s 23-17 victory 
over Houston. 

The Jaguars' Natrone Means, 
subbing for the injured James Ste- 
wart, ran for 67 yards and a pair 
of scores and Mike Hollis booted 


three field goals as foe Jaguars 
kq)t their slim playoff hopes alive. 

Chicago also stayed in conten- 
tion with a 35-9 win over foe St. 

' I Rams . 

The reeling Redskins lo^ 24- 
10 at Tampa Bay. have now 
lost five of six after witming seven 
in a row, and trail NFC East lead- 
ers Dallas by a game. 

The Cowboys survived the loss 
of star defender Leon Lett, who 
was suspended during the week 
for a positive drug test, to beat 
Arizona 10-6. 

But foe reigning Super Bowl 
chan^ions face a tou^ finish, 
hosting the AFC East-leading 
New England Patriots before trav- 
eling to Washington for a possible 
NFC East title showdown. 

New England defeated the 
New Yoik Jets 34-10 and lead the 
AFC East by one game over Buf- 
falo. who fell 26-18 to Seattle. 

In other games. New York de- 
feated Miami 17-7, Atlanta de- 
feated New Orleans 31-15 and 
Cincinnati beat Baltimore 21-14. 





w stadium, Second International Student's 

Wrestling Championships Dec.5-13. 


Real Down 
Barcelona 

PARIS (AFP) - Real Madrid un- 
derlined their authority in foe 
Spanish title race udien goals from 
Davor Suker and Mijaiovic earned 
foem a 2-0 home win Saturday 
over deadly rivals Barcelona. 

Madrid dominated Bobby Rob- 
son's Catalan giants to send 
106.000 ‘Madrilesos' into rap- 
tures in the jam-packed Santiago 
Bemaboi Stadium as they put four 
points between themselves and 
Buca. 

Real now stand two points clear 
ahead of John Toshack's Depor- 
tivo la Coruna, who closed the gap 
with a Coreotin Martins goal after 
just six minutes against Valencia. 
That result pushed Barcelona 
down to third. 

Betis kppt in the hunt in ftnuih 
spot with a 5-1 thrashing of 
l^grtmes, while reigning champi- 
ons ABetico Madrid stand fifth 
foUowixig Sunday's 1-1 draw in 
Bilbao. 

Spain virtually to a halt 
to watch the Real-Barca clash on 
television and neutrals will have 
seen a real outfit show they are 
worthy table-toppers. 

Thqy dominated the first period 
vrifo and ciMild have scored after 
just seven minutes, as Raul Gon- 
zalez Blanco sliced an early effort 
wide. 

But concerted pressure had to 
bring a goal and Croatian itueina- 
tional Suker duly provided it with 
a close range finish from a 
Roberto Carlos free-kick. 

In the 48th minute, Montene- 
gro’s Mijatovic hammered a sec- 
ond on foe counter-attack to UU 
off Baxca’s bq>es. 

Fabio Capello's real, who de- 
posed Barcelona firom top spot two 
weeks ago, are now unbeaten in 
16 matches this season. 

As a former AC Milan man- 
ager, C^Uo would have bad one 
eye on his old charges Sunday as 
they attempted to emerge from foe 
nightmare of their Cbanqiions’ 
League exit in midweek to Rosen- 
borg of Norw^. ^ 


Current coach Airigo Saccbi. 
in charge for foe first time in foe 
League since his return from man- 
aging foe Italian national side, saw 
Milan rally to three points 
with a 2-1 win over Udinese at foe 
San Siro Stadium. 

Substitute Dejan Savicevic and 
Stefano Eranio were both 00 target 
to cancel out a Giovanni Stroppa 
' goal for the visitors. 

Milan were down to lOmenfbr 
foe test five minmas after Aless- 
sandro Costacurta was given his 
mamhing orders. 

Vicenza's two-week spell as 
solo Serie A leaders ended Sunday 
as they were held to a 1-1 drawl^ 
Inter Milan. 

That allowed Juventus to 
snatch a share of top spot by win- 
ning 1-0 at Sampdoria. Giro Fer- 
rara scored on 33 mimires for the 
European and world club chan^)!- 
ons from Zinedine Zidane's cor- 
ner. 

^ Vicenza had taken a 19fo min- 
ute lead through midfielder Giam- 
piero Maini . 
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i^la Confirms firms Negotiating for Iraq Oil 

OOA, INDIA (Reuter) - Russian 


puds and Energy Minister Pyotr 
Rodionov confirmed on Sund^ 
Rushan oonq>aiues are negotiat- 
ing to bt^ Iraqi crude under the 
U.N. oil>for-fbod plan which 
could see Iraqi oil on markets 
pgflin as early as this week. 

"Yes, we are going. We have 
” be told reporters af- 
ter a meeting of oD producers and 
consumers in this Indian tourist 
resort state. 

He to name the com- 


panies and volumes involved. 

Trade sources said last week 
zltat seven Russian firms, includ- 
ing giant producer and trader Luk- 
oil, were negotiating to buy a 
combined 1(X).0(X) barrels a day 
(bpd) from Iraq. 

At current prices Iraq would be 
allowed to sell some SOOiOOO bpd 
over the six months under a d fts l 
agreed with the United Nations 
last May. The agreement may be 
renewed after six months. 


Persian Gulf States Agree on 
System to Classify Imports 


DOHA (AFP) - Persian Oulf Arab 
sates reached agmment Sunday 
on a system of classifying inqx>rts 
in a st^ toward th^ goal of a 
customs umon, a (Persian) Gulf 
Cooperation Council ((PXGCC) 
offi^ said. 

(F)GCC states agreed to. "di- 
vide inq>oited products into three 
categories ~ tax exenq>t, essential 
or luxury — and agreed on classi- 
fication criteria," (P)GCC Secre- 
tary General for Economic Afiairs 
Saleh Abdallah Kbleifi said. 

He imited finance ministers 
from member countries, who met 
on the sidelines of the (P)GCC 
"to cootznue their talks to 
agree on the customs duties" to 


apply on eadi category , and "com- 
plete classificatimi of products. ” 

The (P)GCC states of Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara- 
bia and tite United Arab Emirates, 
have been trying to unify their 
customs rates, which vary be- 
tween four percent and 20 percent . 
in order to set up a cnminan mar- 
ket 

Bahrain staged an unprece- 
dented boycott of this year's sum- 
mit because of a border dispute 
witii host country Qatar. But a 
(Persian) Gulf offidal said Bah- 
rmn would be bound by resolu- 
tions at the giTimttt which 

ended on Mond^. 


U.K. Not to Join 
Flawed Single Currency 



MAJOR 

' LOnDON (Reuter) - Prime Min- 
{ ister John Major »id on Sunday 
' Britain would not join a European 
single currency if other nations do 
ndt fiiDy meet the economic con- 
ditions fijr taking part 
But Major, under pressure 
'from pro- and anti-Eun^ans in 
his ruling Conservative Party, 
made clear he would not abandon 
the government’s "wait and see" 
policy on whether or not to join 
the planned European Economic 
and Monetary Union. 

In an interview with BBC tele- 
vision interview. Major made 
H dear that if other European na- 
tions were "fudging” the eco- 
nomic coaditimt fin- entry into a 
single currency, then Britain 
would stay out. 

"If they are fudging the criteria 
Itireie would be no question of the 
U.K. joining, ” the prime sunisier 


said. 

He refused to be drawn into 
answering the question of whetiier 
or not Britain would Join the "first 
wave" of nations participating in 
the single currency in 1999. 

He said Britain would remain 
part of the EU but would not be 
pulled along with it if he thought 
it were moving in the wrong di- 
xectioo. 

It was important for Britain to 
r emam in negotiations on a single 
cunenQ' if the counuy were to 
have any infltience on such an 
imponaut matter. 

"Can you win a football match 
if you are not on the pitch,” he 
stud. 

Major also stood by his finance 
minister, ruling out dismissing the 
pro-European Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Kennetb Qaike as de- 
manded by some anti-European 
members of the Conservative 
.Party. 

"We will not lose the chancel- 
lor," Major said, praising 
Clarke’s handling of the economy. 

"The economy is very healthy 
indeed and gening stronger, ” Ma- 
jor said. "We will enter the gen- 
eral election with the best eco- 
nomic prospects that any govern- 
ment has bad for generations." 


Somsung-Fokker Deal Almost Dead 


SEOUL (AFP) - A SamsHTig deal 
to acquire Fokker NV is on the 
verge of collapse, as the Seoul 
0 government’s efforts to nudge 
^ other South Korean firms into the 
coniroveraal bid have been stone- 
walled, reports said Monday. 

Hyundai, Daewoo and Korean 
Air have rebufied a government 
proposal to join Samsung’s take- 
over bid, citing uiqironusing busi- 
ness prospects, Yonhap news 
sgeocy quoted industry sources 
sod officials here as saying. 

"We oppose the joint acquisi- 
tioQ bid b^use the project is il- 
logical, at least to us." an official 
at Ifyimdai Space Aircraft Coip. 
told AFP. 

The deal has been delayed at 


jjje request of the South Korean 
government since Dutch Econ- 
omy Minister Hans Wijers in No- 
vember suggested that otber 
means of rescuing the bankrupt 
aircraft maker - such as liquida- 
tion — was inevitable. 

Wijers blamed South Korean 
authorities, who want to launch an 
ambitious mid-sized passenger jet 
project tbrou^ the joint acquisi- 
tion of Fokker, "for deciding to 
involve other partners in the nego- 
tiations.” , , 

His remark followed a decision 
by shorts of Nonhera Ireland to 
withdraw firom arrangements to 
wings for Fokker, bringiiig 
Fokker’s operations to a virtual 
halt. 





Using Warehouse Receipts in 
Developing and Transition Economies 

Part 1 

Richard Lacroix and Panos VUarangis 


Warehouse reacts provide 
att wgMtriarti adiStion to the store 
of negotiable instruments si a 
eountry*s /biandal sector. Tk^ 
can be espedalfy useful in devel- 
oping and transition economies 
where new market instruments 
need to be created. 

W arehouse receipts, negotia- 
ble instnimenls backed by 
the tindeifying, commodities, are 
an integral part of the marVftHng 


kets — usually b>' setting support 
prices that t^e insufficient ac- 
count of price variations o\'er time 
or in different regions to allow for 
profitable storage: 

• lack of an appropriate legal, 
regulatory, and institutional emi- 
Tonment to support a system of 
warehouse receipts; and 

• limited, if any. familiari^' of 
the countiy's commercial, includ- 
ing hs banking, community with 
warehouse receipts. 


govennnental price supports are 
often stroctuied in such a wa>' that 
these e>q>ectations are not met 
Rathei; owing to go\’emmenls' 
efforts to decrease price >'olatilit>' 
and "stabilize ma^ts." support 
prices are frequenih' fixed for 
most of the period beiw'een iiar- 
vests and. on top of that, are set 
unfonnly for the entire counti)’. 
Moreover, real interest rales are 
often veiy high in developing and 
transition countries, making bor- 



Hoiv a systSiTi of warehouse receipts v;ori 




and financial systems of most in- 
dustdal countries (see box). The 
overall effidency of markets, par- 
ticularly in the agribusiness sec^ 
tor, is greatly ftnhanrwt when 
producers aiul commercial entities 
can convert inventories of agiicul- 
tuialraw materiflls or iittermediaiy 
or finish ed products into a readily 
tradable device. Since warehouse 
rece^ts are negotiable instxu- 
ments, they can be traded, sold, 
swapped, used as collateral to sup- 
port borrowing, or accepted for de- 
livery against a derivative 

instiumexa such as a futures con- 
tract Unfortunately, the use of 
warehouse recdpis Is limited in 
many developing and transition 
countries because of instifutional 
and structural shortcomings, 

among which the most laevalent 
are the following; 

• lack of incentives foMbe de- 
velopment of a private storage in- 
dustiy owing to gov’emment 


Benefits 

It is worth trying to overcome 
these constraints, since a weU- 
functioning ^stem of warehouse 
receipts has important economic 
benefits. 

Warehouse receipts provide 
farmers with an instrument that 
wtll allow them to extend the sales 
period of modestly perishable 
products well beyond the harvest- 
ing season. When delivering the 
product to an accredited ware- 
house,the farmer obtains a w'are- 
house receipt that canj>e used as 
collateral for short-^eim borrow- 
ing to obtain working capital 
That way. the fanner does not 

need to sdl the product immedi- 
atefy to ease cash constraints. Of 
course, this option will be attrac- 
tive only if the fanner expects that 
seasonal price increases will make 
it worthwhile to store the product 
and seD it later Unfortunately. 
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GOA, INDIA (Reuter) - Oil con- 
suming and producing coururies 
wrapped up three d^s of talks on 
Sunday with calls for energy-hun- 
gry emerging economies to help 
tiiemselves by dismantling barri- 
ers to ener^ investment and 
trade. 

All sides endorsed the need for 
siabie prices, but any unfashion- 
^le t^ of intervention in the 
market remained vague and out of 
tune with the pU'evailiDg laissez- 
fjure philosophy. 

And they remained divided 
over bow to protect the environ- 
ment without hampering eco- 
nomic growth. 

nil-thirsty Asia was in the spot- 
light at the gathering, the fifth 
such Ttteeting since the 1SI91 Per- 
sian Gulf war oil price scare. 

Crude oil prrees are bubbling 
close to six year hi^is, cheering 
producers but leaving emerging 
economies sick over widening 
trade and budget deficits. 

Rising energy import bills have 
severely hit countries like host In- 
dia, creating a dlfireult choice of 
whether to pass international price 
increases on to clicir consumers. 

"This is a dilemma for the en- 
tire developing world,” Indian 
Foreign Minister Inder Gujral 
said. 


But be added volatile prices can 
also cause faeadacbes for produc- 
ers, wbo are unsure when to invest 
or bow much. 

Two of the world’s biggest oil 
exporters, Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
said supplies were assured for 
some time — if buyers can guaran- 
tee the right investment climate 
and market access. 

Western consumers told their 
Asian counterparts they could 
only ensure supply securify by 
opening markets to free competi- 
tion and allowing more foreign 
investment in their energy sectors. 

"As regards security of siqipfy 
Asia can do a lot to help itsdf,” 
said Britain's Junior Trade Minis- 
ter Lord Fraser. "Those countries 
which retain state controls can 
give more freedom to the develop- 
ing and strengthening of the mar- 
ket mechanism.” 

Consumers want stable, lower 
prices, but producers are happy 
with crude now at S24.S0 frff 
benchmark North Sea Brent. 

"If the prices are not right the 
investment will not flow," said 
Organization of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) Secre- 
laiy-General Rilwanu Lukman. 

‘’Ultimately you will end up 
with veiy low supplies and high 
demand and therefore prices will 


rowing against inventories infea- 
sible. This occurs because it is 
unlikely" that bonowing costs can 
be recouped through seasonal 
price increases. e\ en in the ab- 
sence of otter price-dampening 
measures. 

The availabilirt’ of secure 
warehouse receipts ma^'. however, 
allow ow*ners of inventories to 
borrow abroad in currencies for 
which real interest rales are lower, 
particularly if loans are made 
against inv'entodes of an e.vport 
commodiw. tltereby hedging 
against the foreign exchange risk 
of foreign borrowing. This prac- 
tice is foilow'ed in Ken>a and 
Uganda, where coffee stocks are 
often financed in pounds sterling. 
Also, since high interest rates 
are often linked to perceived risks, 
paiticulart)' when it concerns agri- 
culture. secure warehouse receipts 
ma>‘ reduce risk and lead to lower 
leiKling rates. 

To be CoDtioued 



shoot up, $30-40 a barrel, and that 
would te even worse for countries 
like India." 

While cheap new methods of 
extracting crude ensure world re- 
serves won't run dry any time 
soon, concerns remain over the 
huge finances needed to bring new 
oil and gas fields onstream. 

The International Energy 
Agency (lEA) has estimated the 
cost of meeiing the expected rise 
in world oil and gas demand by 
2010 at SI. 7 trillion, or $120 bil- 
lion a year. 

Delegates agreed on the need 
to develop reserves of cleaner- 
burning natural gas. However, 
whOe abundant, it is far tougher to 
transport than oil and involves 
massive expenditures. 

Delegates also agreed to meet 
again next year in South Africa 
and to consider the formation of a 
world energy organization to col- 
lect data on demand and produc- 
tion and possibly coordinate a 
more unified global energy pol- 
icy'. 

"Devdoping countries should 
not bear tte excesses of the old 
polluting industrial order by cur- 
tailing their growth po^tial and 
energy demand," said Saudi Ara- 
bia's Deputy Minister of Petro- 
leum Affairs Abdul Aziz bin 
Sal man al Saud. 




Economic Digest 


KUWAIT - Kuwait will re- 
store the capacity of the Shuaiba 
oil refinery to its pre-Persian Gulf 
war level of 195,000 barrels a day 
by mid-January, Al-Anba daily 
reported Sunday. 

It quoted Riyadh al-Saleh, a 
senior executive of the state- 
owned Kuwait National Petro- 
leum Co., as saying that the 
increase would raise Kuwait’s re- 
fining capacity from its three 
plants to around 890,(X)0 barrels a 
day. It is currently producing 

852.000 barrels a day. 

Al-Saleh said the company was 

planning to do more repairs on the 
refineiy in July at the cost of 18 
millinn dinar s ($60 million). 

Kuwait’s Mina al-Ahmedi Re- 
finery processes 437,(X)0 barrels a 
day, and the one in Mina Abdullah 

255.000 barrels a day. 

SAN’A - The American oil 

company Kerr-McGee Corp. 
signed an agreement with 
Yemen's Oil Mimstry for pros- 
pecting rights in three fields in the 
eastern Hadramawi Province, the 
Al-Ayam newspaper said Sunday. 

The company’s budget for in- 
itial prospecting, which will start 
early next year, is $30 million, the 
daily said. 

An additional $600 million will 
be spent for the development of 
the fields if oil is found, the paper 
said. 

DUBAI - Yemen expects 301 
billion riyals ($2.5 billion) in 
revenues in 1997 compared to 156 
billion riyals ($1.3 billion) this 
year, Al-Hayai newspaper re- 
ported Sunday. 

Yemen's 1997 budget, pre- 
sented to parliament Samrday, 
projected a deficit of 13 billion 
riyals ($108 million) for 1997. one 
half of this year’s 26 billion riyals ' 
($216 million) shortfall, the Lon- 
don-based daily said. 

Oil revenues were expected to 
reach over 190 billion riyals ($1.6 
billion) next year compared to this 
year’s 73 billion riyals ($608 mil- 
lion), the paper said. 

More rhan 74 billion riyals 
($617 mUlion) are put aside for 
subsidizmg wheat, flour, electric- 
ity, waiefand some oil deriva- 
tives, Al-Hayat said. 

AMMAN - Iraq’s trade and 
industiy minister reaffirmed Sun- 
dry that despite political tension, 
Iraq will give Jordan priority in 
trade under a U.N. oil-for-fbod 
deal. 

”Deq>iie all the difficulties and 
bard times, our relations will 
never be harmed," the minister, 
Mohammed Mehdi Saleh, told 
more than 50 Jordanian business- 
men and government officials. 

Saleh arrived here earlier Sun- 
day from an Asian tour. He was 
scheduled to meet with Acting 
Trade Minister Nasser Lawzi be- 
fore he returns home Monday. 

Despite the strain, trade rela- 
tions endured because Jordan de- 
pends on Iraq for all its daily 
requirements of 75,000 barrels of 
oil. 

In return, Iraq received $500 
million worth of Jordanian food 
and medicine, exempt from 
sweeping U.N. sanctions inq>osed 
on Baghdad following its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

MANAMA - Bahrain expects 
to produce 8 tons of fish next year 
Ifrom a mari ne culture project. 
Akhbar al-Khaleej daily reported 
Sunday. 

I DOHA - Residents in the six 
Arab Persian Gulf states con- 
j sumed SI. 7 billion worth of soft 
I drinks and mineral water last year, 

^ a trade survey said Sunday. 
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1520 < Martin Luther publicly 
bums the P^aI bull excommuni- 
cating him from Roman Catholic 
church. 

1756 - Robert Clive takes 
Fulta, India, and relieves British 
fugitives. 

1810 - Napoleon Bonaparte an- 
nexes northern Hanover, Bremen, 
Hamburg, Lauenburg and 
Lubeck. Germany. 

1893 - Italians defeat Mahdists 
attacking Eritrea. 

1 898 - Treaty of Paris between 
United States and Spain, ending 
Spanish-American war, with 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam and the 
Philippines ceded to United States 
for 20 million dollars. 

1899 - British forces are de- 
feated at Stromberg, South Af- 
rica. 

1936 - King Edward VIII of 
Britain abdicates, becoming Duke 
of Windsor. 

1948 - UN General Assembly 
adopts convention of genocide and 
human rights. 

1963 - Zanzibar becomes inde- 
pendent within the common- 
wealth. 

1967 - World's first commer- 
cial thermonuclear blast takes 
place in New Mexico, to aid re- 
covery of natural gas from under- 
ground depo.sits. 

1989 - U.S. natimial security 
adviser Brent Scowcroft and Dep- 
uty Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger conduct talks with 
Chinese Leader Deng Xiaoping 
during unannounced one-day trip 
to Beijing. 

1991 - Yugoslav federal army 
pulls out of Zagreb and Croatia 

and Serbia exchange hundreds of 
pri.aoners, but fighting continues 
elsewhere in Croatia. 
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Most Cases of Meningitis Respond Weii to Antibiotics 


BY DR. ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 
QUESTION: The most disturb- 
ing news from our son is that our 
precious teenage granddaughter 
has come down with meningitis. 
She is doing well, but the condi- 
tion's name ^ooe is enough to 
strike fear in oiir old hearts, and 
we don’t know how this hap- 
pened. Where does one catch tte 
disease, and how is it treated so 
successfully? 

ANSWER: I can understand 
your concern and am happy to 
provide you with some inibrma- 
lion. 

Meningitis is a painful swelling 
of the connective tissues that en- 
close the brainad spinal cord. It is 
caused by an infection, either bac- 
terial or viral, and symptoms in- 
clude an intense headache, fever, 
loss of appetite, intolerance to 
light and sound, neck and back 
stiffness, and rigidity of the ham - 
string muscles in the backs of the 
legs. In severe cases convulsions, 
vomiting and delirium may occur 


and can even lead to death. 

About 80 percent of all cases 
caused by bacteria can be the re- 
sult of infection by one of three 
common bacteria. They are N. 
meningitidis (commonly called 
meningococcus), Streptococcus 
pneumoniae and Hemophilus in- 
fluenzae. These bacteria abound 
in the environment around us, and 
such factors as age, head trauma 
and diseases that reduce the effec- 
tiveness of the body's immune 
system may influence which bac- 
teria becoz^ the invading germ. 

The infection is spread finougb 
small droplets of liquid in the air 
coming from the respiratory sys- 
tems of infected persons who are 
in close contacr, and is often 
spread by people who either dis- 
play no symptoms or have only a 
sore throat. 

Pneumococci meningitis is 
most common in adults, originat- 
ing from infections in the sinuses, 
ears and respiratory tract. H. in- 
fluenzae. the most prevalent form 


of meningitis in children, tends to 
affect children age 6 months to 3 
years and accounts for SO percent 
of all meningitis cases. Middle ear 
infections are the primary culprit, 
and rieafriesg may occur within 36 
hours after symptoms begin. 

A positive diagnosis for these 
forms of bacterial meningitis is 
usually made by smdying samples 
of the patient’s blo^ or spinal 
fluid, or both. Treatments widi 
antibiotics are usually qmte elec- 
tive and, since the disease is so 
serious, are prescribed whenever 
the diagnosis is likely, without 
waiting for the exact identiftcation 
of the specific ^pe of bacteria. 

Virsd causes of meningitis 
(even zbou^ the symptoms msy 
be the same) are much harder to 

manage. Il nlibe bacteria ^ TXdlich are 

$inq)le one-cell organisms that re- 
produce b>' cell dhision and can be 
affected by a number of available 
antibiotics, viruses (which can 
only multiply inside the cells 

Seepage 13 
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Answer Catdirng (he crook with his flashlight left the 
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GLADIOLUS ELLYRiCUS Koch 

Family: Iridaceae 



The genus Gladioks is represented in Greek flora by four 
species. All of them produce a small globular or c^-shaped 
conn and leaves narrow, eloi^atcd srvord-shaped. Flowers 
smaller than those of the cultivated spcdcs in a 'vioIct-purple or 
in a pmk color arc borne on one-sided spikes along the stems. 
The spedcs illustrated grows up to 50cm. high. Leaves narrow 
9mm. wide. Flowers from three to nine on each plant with the 
uppermost perianth segment longer and nairowcr than the lat- 
er^ ones. It grows amidst crops and in meadows of the moun- 
tain and semi-mountain zones. Flowers Mayjune. 
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NEWS 

Test-Tube Babies Do 
Better at School 


French Team Reveal ‘‘Major” 
Archaeological Find in Syria 




PRAGUE (AFP) - "Test-tube ba- 
bies" tend to do better at school 
than those conceived by conven- 
tional means, because they are 
more wanted and more cosseted, a 
^i^ical conference was told here. 

The conclusions emerged from 
a study carried out on 422 children 
bom after in vitro conception in he 
Antoine Beclere Hospital at Cla- 
mart, in the southern suburbs of 
Paris, and now aged between six 
and 13. 

Rene Frydman,- head of the hos- 
pital’s gynecology and obstetrics 
department, told AFP that while 
physically die children were no 
di^erent, "their parents look after 
them closely and this is reflected in 


their school results: two percent 
are gided. six percent are a year 
ahead, and 4S.6 percent are top of 
their class.” 

France lends the world in test- 
tube baby production, accounting 
for a third of the 150,000 bom 
since tlie technique had its first 
success with Britain's Louise 
Brown 1 8 years ago. 

But Frydman said that parents 
of such babies were still reticent in 
telling their children how diey had 
been conceived. Of the sample 
studied, more than half of those 
aged six to ten and a third of the 
1 1-13-year-oids had been left in 
ignorance. 

Fiydman said that in France one 


couple in every six seeks medical 
advice for infertility, which in 30 
percent of cases lies with the 
woman, and 20 percent with the 
man. 

I n 40 percent the problem is low 
fertrlity shared by both, and in 10 
percent there is no obvious cause. 

But Frydman confirmed other 
findings that male infertility in 
Western Europe is on the rise. 

Techniques have developed, 
with the direct injection of sp>erm 
into the ovary by microsurgery in- 
creasingly preferred over fertiliza- 
tion of eggs in the classic "test 
tube" for later implantation in the 
womb. 


LYON. FRANCE (AFP) - French 
archaeologists said earlier they 
had made a "major prehistoric dis- 
coiery" in Syria which shed new 
light on the history and dei'eiop- 
ment of writing. 

TTiree engraved stone tablets 
dating back more than lo.ono 
years were found in October on 
the banks of the Euphrates River 
at Jefral-Ahmar. 

The find was made at a spot 
where the remains of a village 
founded in the second half of the 
loth millennium B.C. were un- 
covered seven years ago. A simi- 
lar labicl was round in the 1995 in 
the same area. 


TIk tablets, dated betu'cen 
9000 and 85<Ui B.C. were en- 
gmved with "abstract signs and 
schematic ngures" according to a 
siatemenl from Lyon Univcrsit>’'s 
Middle East Research Depart- 
ment 

"Tlicsc combinations of signs 
and recurring patterns, which are 
ihc c.\prc5Sion of a ^ mbolic lan- 
guage which remains lo be un- 
coded. could rci'oliiiionize die 
history of writing." said the text 

"Geometrical panems and ani- 
mai figures dating from this pe- 
riod were nlrcad> known. 7310 
novclt> of this discoi cr>' is in die 
association of schematic animal 
drawings and absimci signs in dif- 


ferem groups, forniing what looks 
like a text." the sinienient said. 

"This discovery is important 
because at (lint lime, wc were still 
.>.000 years away from the first 
real writing." said Daiiiclc Stor- 
denr. a researcher tviih the Na- 
tional Center for Sciemiftc 
Research iCNRS). 

"With ilicsc Slones, it appears 
that people were already trying lo 
coniniimicatc with signs." she 
said 

Tlic stones, which were dated 
using a particle accelerator as well 
as the classic carbon 14 method, 
arc ciimcnilv presened ai a mu- 
seum in Damascus. 
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« Nissan Ofiice Of 
Accountancy 

Tefc 877 1943 A879 9286 Fk 877 184« 
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• Caravan Sahra 

Tour Oi^anizer 

Td;75»2ZZ9, 7500727,790 6076 
Fta:(000821)7671S4T1x:216793 

• EAST EXPRESS 

^ j^efcSM 7091-5, 871 7410 F»cS86 1828 

•Golestan Ghods 

Td: 809 V393-S09 8888-809 7272 

SW>A-c GllDd^ GoicslM Trade Cetficr 

• Keyhan Safar (lATA) 
Tel:65 2844-65 28 99 

• Pbrse polls Torn* & Travd A& 
Tel: 880 8535-6,8810526/9 
FK:88Be34 

• Rahnama (Transair) 

Travel Agency 
^)M:(009821) 89il9l/4 
Fn:(009821) 8892791 

eSati AirTravd Agi 

Tel : S3 5041-5, 8822336 

• Shargfa Travel Co. 

Td : 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

• Sogol Toot & Travel A& 

Tel: 884 9082-85 Fax: 884 9086 

• Teen Air Services 

Td: 884 7071-2,884 6478 


• Zarrin Boarding House (Women) 
#9, ZTSt, S JF^r St„ »M1b Gargar St 
Td: 800 2773, Fax; 800 8069 



U^laff/Udvt ^a££ev^ 

Pendan Caniets and Antiques 
Persepolis 'IVadiag Co.. Ltd. 

IF Estate Wakabayashi 1-8-6 
Wakabayashi. Setagaya-Ku To- 
kyo #154 Phone y03-5481-«77 
Fax: /03-5481-4484 

■ Tehran Carpet 

Tel/Fax: 560 8329 




•Aryan Payam Computer 
Teb 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

• Farassoo Computer Co. 

Tek641419Z-641?628 Fax: 6405974 

• Gener X Co. 

6 baer* Siariali St 

m 222 3836-225 lOS Fax: 2276617 

• ICC sales & after sales serv. 

Software, Hardware 
Teh 869 809-869 810 Fax: 860 1514 

• SAC Networking Co. 

Tan TTar Juare/ Software 
Qy Novell CNE’s 

Td: 641 2548 Fax: 649 5786 

• Tim Computer Institute 

Tab 885 2241 


• Teaching English & Farsi 

IB 4 aaoBths. Tel: 646 9394 

• Avalien Super Gol Iran 
worldwide delivery serrice , 

Td : 803 9302-803 3299 
Fax :8Q3 1260 
Add: Moibsadni Are. 

Bet^SbeiUi Biihiid StreclAParkway 

o&Mam 
aueuj fiow£RS 

DEUVERY SERVICES 
33 Marram SL.end of Afiica Are. 
Tel:2i4l999 Fax: 2057980 

o Spring <& Paliz 

Flower Shops 

Delivery Service Worldwide 

Teh 205 1884 -809 0328 

•Zaeem Flowers 
Tel: 6404488 -Fax: 6404484 


•HnHQTGLGROyP 

HOfilRTCfiflffli 

Tel: (009821)8773021-38 

HDdlflH 

Tel: (009871) 28000-9 

HOflBIUlDliRflBBIIS 

Tel: (0096761) 553080-7 

HOfflRUlRSIIHIffill] 

Tel: (009851)832001-9 

HOdHinillSIlHROU] 

Tel: (009851) 711001-9 

Res»vdbonMen 

Id: (009821) 651564-659285 & 
657860 Fax: (009821) 655565 

• Kowsar Int*l Hotd (Is&han) 
Tel!(«31) 240230-9 FiuuZ49975 

• Tehran Kowsar Hotel **** 
Tel; 8981 21-5 A 8983715 

• Tehran Sara Hotel 

Teksaz 5701-8820934 Fax:8822602 




Iran Handicrafts Orgaaiation 


North Reg) on 


Store 

Ha, 

1 Tal^baui 

2 Nedgatolaln 
3VaB-e-AsrSq. 

4 Gharani 

5 Faiaaiigian 

6 VaK-e-Asr 


Add. 



Td 

8826600 
891919 
897279 
8808186 
675581 
205 4792 


beebr^bn' 
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•Automobile 
Information -Bank 

TelMI 1-212-8144,234344 


• Bank MelK Iran 
Card Services Dept. 
Tek649 7092 Fhx: 313 3696 


• Arcbico., interior design 
dassic A Modem Decoration 
Td: 864477 Ms. Maleki 

• Interior Designer 
Tel: 229 1685 

■ Mehregan Co. Ltd. 
Renovation & Decoration 
Tbl: 871 8578 


educational 

Ih^tutes 






•Accounting, Physics, 
Matbs,etc.,for all grades 
and levels Td: 2561690 

• Computer Training in 18 boors 
Tel: 882 6913 Fat: W*3 3305 


• Arian Apartment Hotel 
Td; S01854S-6 Fxxi 8018547 

• Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Td: (0631) 30060^ Fax-30068 

• Azadi Hotel (Shahr Kord) 
Td: (0381)36791-5 Fax: 36790 

• Esteghlal Grand Hotd ***** 
TeI3040011 -15 Fax304 7041 

• Fardts Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 
Tel: 882 0951 ■ 883 8301 04 

• Hamedan Buali Hotel *** 

Teb ( 081)33070-1 Fax:33072 


• A.B.A. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 204 9292 - 204 9099 

a Bistoon Housing Agency 
Tel: 802 1205 , 802 1<>33 
182 Bistoon 28 b St., Yoosefobad 

• N0.1 

2226169-222 9159 

•No.l (Ex-Robinson) 

Red &tate. Teh 2054022-2056045 

.P.H.A. 

Real Edafate Td; 205 1919 

• Taldiat-e^ainshid Hoohig A^ 

Teh 2053886,2056815 Fhx: 2057627 

■TheSSO 

Teb 874 7474 Pax: 874 1568 

• T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 

Td: 200 5708 


Language InsL 
Td; 650043- 655031 

• Dr. H. Samavati 
Attorney at Commercial Law 
Td: 8785110 Fhx: 8780043 

• IntematioDal 
Consultancy & Service 

m8771943& 8799^ Iw:877]846 

V ■ ■■■ ■■ 

• Pizza Express 

f 6SamaiiS(..S.SbiradL,MolasadraSt 
Tel: 8039428 delivery service 

•Pizzas by 222 

(Eohig / defivoy / carry om 
Tel: 252 0061-2520065 



•Zener Eng . Company 
UPS & Gen-Sets 

Td /Fax: 6499641- 676275 


• Japanese Seryna Rest. 

Tel : 877 3735 - 877 6301 

• Milano Rest 

Tel: 220 9418 - 221 3494 

• Narenjestan Restanrant 

ContiiieBtal Curiae 
Open Daily I0a.ia.-I2pja. 
Cbaye-Bagh Restaurant, 

Open rir Bmr-b-q. Open drily7-12pjn. 
Vanak Sports & CBltural Complex, 
Aitw St off Vafi-e-Asr Ave.Telr8774566 

• Tandoor Indian Rest. 

TeO 882 5701, 882 5705. 882 0934 


; SecuitiiyjSy^ 

•Abtin Dana 
Electronical Research Center 

M, 3i4 fb.J97 W. MiniBnad Exp*in 7 
Teb 222 8773 - 878 8773 
• Fann Bniglar Alarm 

Nireo Co.. 5th H., Bl^. 444, En^eM 
Avc^Pidi-e-ShariraB. Td: 7523172 / 4 

^ ^ 

Translation Serviei». 


• (kwernment Certified Transiaiors 
Mr.Graniian Tel:222 4064 
> Khasha Translation Firm 







• Zenith Sale .^ent 
Swiss made watches, 
Bagnette jenellery/sale A services 
Td*.2275673-2229279'Fax:2275060 

;^nguag4;^^:-^ 
iristittit^ ' 


• Kish English School 
Tel: 205 49 42 - 3 

• Milad Language Inst 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 


24 Hours Rent Cars 

Code 155 (ex- Middle East) 
Td: 834490/1/2 Fax: 834493 


■■ . -V ' > 


• BORJESEFID 
HOSPITALITY COMPLEX 

Tel: 256 2694, 258 8406 

• Fardis Rest (Ex - Swiss) 

Td: 88285J6 

• Golden Dragon 

Chinese R«L ft Int’l Party Room # 69 
Cnisine of all coantries served 
Teb 205 2501 - 2040508 

• Italian Food/Fresh cut pasta 

7-90or Restanrant, 298 Mimie 
Sbirari Ave. 8725487-8,Opeii daily 
1130 a.n. Catering + Delivery 


• Aramex Int’l Courier 

Tel: 6493913/ 14 

• Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

InternationalTransport 
TeL-646 6456,649 3955 Fax: 646 8039 

• Caspian Int'l Transport 
Td: 8841745, 838 167 Fax:8841501 

• Fakhar Transport Co. 

Hcavylift, General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:835428 

• Pouyatarabar im'i Transport 
Td: SS3 4379 , 884 7653 Fax: 883 4380 

•Tarighbar 

Int’i Transport Co.Ltd. 

Tel: 6418527 Fax:6413886- 
Tlx:226810TBAR-lR,Teliran,lnin 

Urgent Ambulance 


• Iran Emdad 
Tel: 643 6662-4 
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India -- Home to the Queen’s 
English and Lots More 


NEW DELHI (AFP) - A pcrtbcE 
yrasp of EiiLHish may no{ act you 
ver>' far in India, where 950 mil- 
lion people, 200 years of cnlnuial- 
isin and an obsession wiih 
Sliakespeare Iiave done odd thines 
to die laii^aee. 

For die uniiiidated. "backside" 
is not die human posterior niir tiiat 
of any animal, hut the backward or 
rear entry to a buildint!. It can also 
he a hack alley. 

The commonest sgraffiti on 
wall.s is "do not commit nuisance", 
while "iioiLsetLse" is a vile abuse in 
ea.siem India, and a ubiquitous 
mes.sa^c on die baclcs of trucks is 
"OK rata". 

Tliey are respectively a wam- 
iny iKM to urinate, a liical term for 


status hunilies" - meaiiiuy domes- 
ticated and fair-cimiplexioned 
women with an upper-class pedi- 
yree. 

"Innocent divorcee" refers rkil 
to naivete but an uncoasunmiated 
marriage while "girl only consid- 
cradon" — joy of joys — meaiLs the 
prospective yroom's family does 
nor want dowry*. 

Do nut he taken aback by a 
"5.'-year-oId boy" KHikiny ftir a 
bride ora "rcacliercss" — a.sclKKil- 
inarm — liHikiny ftir a .soulmate. It 
is perfectly understandable and 
cverybtHly has a riyht to wsh for 
conjugal bliss. 

While local variants can be 
puzzling, more than 200 years of 
Bridsh colonial rule and an obses- 


most humbly beseech 3 'our 
honor. " 

Tile letter, almost invariably to 
a man , is addressed in the person's 
name, followed by esquire. If u is 
tile rare woman, it is "respected 
madam", 

Certain parts of Warrcn-like 
guvemment huilttings are sealed 
oA‘ to the public with a stem "no 
admission” (adminance) while in 
parks and public gardens nodees 
warn picnickers not to "pluck” 
flowers. 

Solicitous hosts ask guests : ”is 
your belly full ?" While polite 
conversadon would include que- 
ries about digesiiotL 

” [ hope you had a good bowel 
movemeoc* is popular and consid- 


Sinoke Oe'bS in Yonr Neurons 

Nicotine has long been known to improve recall. Now scientists have discovered how it 
actually works in the brain; it strengthens nerve signals and thus improves memory. 


NICOTINE 

RECEPTOR 


CALCIUM 

IONS 



PACKETS OF 
N'EUROTRANS.VUTTERS 

TransmlttlDg neuron 

Nicotine binds to receptors 
on a transmitting neuron. 
This Jets more calcium ions 
rush into the neuron. 


NEURO- 

TRANSMITTERS 


2 The calcium triggers re- 
lease of more neurotrans- 
mitters. Th^ dock with recep- 
tors on the recehring neuron. 


Receivii^ neuron 


3 The docking makes the 
signal travd down the neu- 
ron. strengthening links be- 
tween neurons-and memories. 
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a L'oimiviiiy rascal and a friendly 
"take care and bye" tu ovenaking 
vefiides. 

Newly-arrived e.xpacriaies are 
bewildered by newspaper head- 
liiie.s and Ideal jounulese. .studded 
with "airdaslied". meaning inok 
the first available flight, "dliama" 
nr sit-in protest and "piHih-ponh." 
frequeiuly mistaken iiir an elegant 
way til de.scribe a denial. 

The mairinumial column, a vo- 
luminous .section in weekend 
new.spapers. where marriages are 
imditionally coiiiracted between 
families, make for even more ob- 
tuse re:iding. 

.Adverts are placed for 
"homely, whitish" girls "from 


sioo with Shakespear, make for 
quaint situadous. A senior New 
Delhi judge handling the comip- 
doo trial of former Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao. said during 
one hearing that "something is rot- 
ten in the state of Denmark. " 

The sentence from Shake- 
.speare's Hamlet was simply a dig 
at the state of politics in In^. 

English, stxuedmes of die Vic- 
torian kind, is (he official language 
linidag 950 million people speak- 
ing more than 30 tongues. 

High school English "cram- 
mers" advise students to sign off 
business letters with a ”I neniain. 
yviur mt^t humble and obedient 
.servant." after beginning \rith "I 


ered quite proper. 

Ignorance, contrary to the old 
adage, is not always bliss. 

Tapan Raychoudhaiy. a pro- 
fessor of Indian history at Oxford 
UtUN'ersity and a famed raconteur, 
wrote of a classmate who emerged 
crestfallen from an interview 
which would decide his entry into 
tlte civil service, one of the most 
coveted Jobs here. 

”We asked him what went 
wrong and be refused to answer.” 
he wrote in the popular Beogali- 
language magazine "Desh" (na- 
don). "After much prodding he 
.said : 'I diink I made a mistake 
when die interview board warned 
CO see my tesdmomals.'” 


Archaeologists on Verge of 
Unraveling Heart Riddle 


MELROSE. SCOTLAND (AFP) 
- .After 667 years, archaeologists 
were on die verge of unraveling 
ihe mysieiy of Scotland's legen- 
dan king. Roben the Bruce. 

The answer was sealed in a lead 
cylinder e.xcnvaied recendy from 
a shallow irench on the ground.*: of 
Melrose Abbey in diis town in the 
borders region. 

The 25*centimeter (10-inch) 
cylinder was discovered near a 
small metal plaque that reads; "an 
embalmed heart within a leaden 
caskcl supposed by many to be the 
bean of King Robert Bruce." 

The original case bearing the 
heari was thought to have been 
dug up by archaeologists in 192 1 . 
then re-encased in a more modem 
container and reburied in an un- 
marked location. 

"The cylinder feels heavy 
enough to contain another casket, ” 
said Doreen Grove of Historic 


Scotland, the government agency 
that commissioned the dig here. 

She said diey were confident of 
establishing the authenticity of the 
original cylinder, whose details 
are well-recorded, and had no 
plans to open it and inspect the 
remains of the heart. 

She .said the outer cylinder 
would be opened under cooirolied 
conditions at an Edinburgh labo- 
ratory. “ 

If the second cylinder is indeed 
inside, and it is auifaemicaied, it 
will be stabilized to conserve it 
and then reburied at an undis- 
closed spot on (he grounds of the 
ubbev here, she said. 

"If it is Roben the Bmce's 
hean, it would have huge signifi- 
cance in terms of Scotland’s heri- 
tage and history, and this has 
generated a huge amount of public 
interest." said a spokesman for 
Historic Scotland. 

"But in strict archaeological 


terms its significance is less, be- 
cause it has been up before aud we 
knew it was at Melrose. " 

Robert the Bruce became king 
of Scotland in 1306. secured a 
famous victory over the English at 
Bannockburn in 1314, and led his 
country to full independence se- 
cured by the Treaty of Northamp- 
ton in 1328. 

He instructed that his heart be 
buried at Melrose but while on his 
deathbed, according to legend, be 
asked a fineod. Sir James Douglas, 
to take it instead to the crusades. 

Sir James was on his way to 
fulfill the promise when he was 
killed fighting the Moors in 
and, stiil according to legend, 
hurled the heait-coDtaming cylin- 
der at the enemy as his final an. 

The blinder was supposed to 
have been retrieved, returned to 
Melrose and buried on the abbey 
grounds. 


Memories Are Made of ... 


... nicotine? New 
clues to how it 
affects the brain. 

O ne b\ one. the "uondeiful 
I'citues of tobacco” (os a 
1659 (r^tisc put iO have gone up 
ia well, smoke. The belief that to- 
bacco rooUics tlie throat, cures 
colds and quenches thirst lias been 
replaced with evidence that ciga- 
rettes can instead caose lung can- 
cer, heart disease and early death. 
But one cbimed benefit of tobacco 
IS still standing: iluti tobacco - or. 
more precisely, nicotine - im- 
prenes ntemoiy. Nicotine, at the 
lev els circulating in a smoker's 
bloodstream after only a single 
cigareuc. Itas long been known to 
increase recall in simple p^chol- 
og> tests. But no one knew e.\actly 
what nicotine was doing in Ute 
brain. L.ns( week. John Dani and 
colleagues at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston claimed to 
ha\c sohed the mysten . Nicotine, 
they re]x>rt in tbe journal Nature, 
strengthens communications be- 
tween neurons in the hippocam- 
pus. a stmautc in the brain 
imoK'ed in learning and memory. 


Nicotine seems to work by in- 
creasing the strenglli of messages 
zipping around the braia TItesc 
messages lake the form of electri- 
cal impulses. .As an impulse trav- 
els along a iteiiroa i( eventually 
reaches the end. Tlie ne.>a neuron 
lies across n gap. called a sv iiapsc. 
In order for the message to leap 
the sx napsc. it lias to send an un- 
dersold}. : molecules that can dif- 
fuse across Uic gap. If enough of 
these molecules, called neuro- 
transmitters. reach tlie neuron on 
the other side, tliey spark an elec- 
trical impulse in iL and the mes- 
sage continues on Uuough the 
brain circuit. Nicotine, the Baylor 
team found, increases Ute amount 
of neurotnmsmiuers released (dia- 
gram). Tluii grcaU>’ increases die 
odds tltai ilte message will reach 
the neurons In n circuit change, 
becoming ilic physical embodi- 
ments of a memory. In fact a 
1991 study found tliat Ute risk of 

Alzheimer's disease is lower in 
smokers. Another stuth' rqrorted 
last week, by neurologists at Case 
Western Reserve Univ^zsity, 
found that nicotine seems to in- 
hibit, in the test tube, formation of 
the plaques that gum up the brains 


of Alzemer's patients. 

The problem with using nico- 
tine as a memory^ aid. of course, is 
that "the delrvexy' Q'stem contains 
400 knorvn carcinogens." as bi- 
ologist Daniel Mc(3ehee of tlie 
Unh ersiiy* of Chicago puts it. Bui 
people at risk for Alzheimer's, or * 
just forgetfulness, may not ha\c 
to choose betu een cancer andse- 
nilifi'. Last year a study found that 
nicotine delivered by a transder- 
mal patch improx es the perform- 
ance of .Alzheimer's patients on 
learning tests. 

Both the hippocampus re- 
search and the Alzheimer's stuth 
were fiindcd in part by tobacco 
money; from the Smokeless To- 
bacco Research CouikU and 
Philip Morris. At fust blush, it 
seems that the tobacco industry 
would reap the benefits of reports 
about "good" nicotine. But in fact 
the discoveries, by pinpointing 
liow’ nicotine acts in the biaia 
strengthen the oigument that nico- 
tine is a drug, and an addicth’e 
one. That is tlie conclusion the 
dustn' is working madh' to avoid, 
since it threatens eirer tighter gov- 
emment regulaiiorL 

Courte^ of Newsweek 
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Carbon Fibers Threaten 
Traditional Violin 


MIRECOURT, FRANCE (AFP) 
- Italy’s legendary violin makers 
of the 16th and 17ib centuries must 
be turning in their graves at news 
of audacious experiments here to 
make the prestigious solo instru- 
ment out of composite carbon fi- 
lers in place of the traditional 
finely seasoned wood. 

"It is a thoroughgoing revolu- 
tion!” Enthused Alain Moinier, 
chairman of France's leading 
stringed instrument maker 
Cheval^ Aubert. 

Tlie composite project is his 
idea, launch^ two yreais ago with 
help firom the National Scientific 
Research Council and the aero- 
nautics and space giant Aerospa- 
tiale. 

Moinier expects the results to 
be as fer-reaching as comparable 
changes were In the mam^acture 
of ^itars. 

"Webave a revolutionary new 
material and that will require a 
rcvolutiouaiy shape," be said. 
”Wc have been at work on the 
project for two years and are well 
ahead of the Japanese and Ameri- 
cans." 


The shape of a 21st-century 
violin made of the composite ma- 
terial Kevlar is still a secret. 

It is already known however it 
will be based on studies made over 
the past year by American Re- 
searcher Kenneth Rabin, head of 
research at Briey and a teacher in 
the architecture school at nearby 
Nancy north of here. 

He and seven students, well 
aware as they put it that they were 
"committing an affront against ab- 
solute perfection," pored over the 
designs and details of violins 
worked out to produce fullness of 
tone by the master craftsmen of 
Cremona such as the Amati, 
Guarneri and Stradivari in the pe- 
riod 1596 - 1745. 

Their successors here in east- 
ern France made three Kevlar pro- 
totypes in the traditional sfa^ie a nd 
intend unveUing four completely 
new-style violins at music exhibi- 
tions in Paris and Frankfurt early 
next year. 

The quartet will comprise an 
eighth, quarter, half and fiiU-^ize 
instniineat. 


Until now, only the belly of 
violin has been made of carbon 
fibers in e:q>erimeiits here and 
there. But Moinier intends the new 
model - it is iinHgar if it will even 
keep the name of violin — to be 
entirely of carbon fibers except for 
the bridge which will still be cut 
out of ^camore wood, the tail- 
piece in ebony and the fingerboard 
in lacquered wood. 

His firm is world leader in 
manufacture of bridges for 
stringed instiuinents and e:qx>ns 
8S percent of its ouqnu. 

He said tests screen^' 

had given excellent results which 
were monitored by a professional 
string player. 

"The sound passes better 
through composite materials than 
through wood," Moinier said. 

He did not expect a clasb with 
onfinaiy instrument makers, since 
diey would still be needed to string 
the violins .md adjust the Instru' 
ments to give them a personal 
tone. 





Finally, "a carbon fiber violin 
will cost 50 percent less than a 
classical one," he forecast. 
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Soles Rentals 

WeqjferApts, Btdg, VUias, (J^Jices. 
For further information. 

Pis. ask for Mr. Nia 


An agency exclusively for 
esteemed foreign nationals 
with up-dated files and 
best offers 

We’U work harder for you 

2Q4 - 3177 
I'sI/i'CiM: 235 - 4136 





VANAK 

(Pastry Store) 

ts»>- 


Tabriz nnt-Soban-e (2,om (a kind of 
candy)- Yazd cotton candy-Mrthday 
and wedding cakes. 

Vanak Sf-Shiraz Ave. 

Tel: 803 0492 
804 4853 


Hippokrates Company 


1- Kinds of chemical reactors (under pressure) 

2- Fermantor (bio reactor) from 20 to 2,000 liters 

3- A variety of autoclaves with 20,30,300 and 700 liters 
capacity for hospitals and phannaceutical uses 

4- (^uick freezers and deep freezers for research labo- 
ratories and blood banks 

5- Reveres osmosis equipment available according to 
expected specifications for phannaceutical factories 
and dialvsis wards 

tcl: SS4 3366 Fax: SS2 SS33 ' 
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Personal pictures with 
cornpu^r in 2 minutes 

^ Larger pictures printed 

i£ H ^ ^ ^ in 4 minufpjs 


in4minutes 

No.20. ground floor, Eskan Shopping Center, comer of 
Mird.imad St., Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran Iran 

@ 8793131 


Ayeeneh Vanak Granifb 
RestaKran* and Coffee Shop 
All kind of French Crepe for the 
first time in Iran 

Address: Kurdestan Intersection, 
Vanak St, Vanak Square 
Phone: 878 8852 (Restaurant) 
879 9662 fCoffee Shop) 



Meltroibj^riis 

Jl varictviai^ttghgT 



24 Hours 
Rental Car 
Code 155 

Ex. Middle 
East With 
Luxury Cars 

Tei: 834490 . 91 . 92 
Fcf):: S 344 S 3 


For rent to foreigners preferably Japanese 
135 sq.m, built-up, 2 story bldg., 3 b/rs, 
parking, cental heating, cooler. 500 sq.m, 
garden, dose to the International School, 
silent area, furn/unfum 


Medical Industries Company 


Tehran Soheil 


sales and repair of electro surgical cauters 
used in operation rooms and clinics plus 
accessories for all kinds of cauters free 
consultation 
TsSsfax: 64'c 6335 


IP 


AFRICA DRY 


Q-yl V CLEANERS SUPREME 

Dry-cleaning curtains, suede, leather, fur and all types 
of garments earned out 
AT TBE SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME 

AfHca expressway, north Jahen Koodak crossing, Sorkheh Bazaar 

Tel: 888 5331 


Dancheh Flower Shop (Ex-Kentia) 

Birds, fish, aquariums, cactus, African violet. Shadavar 
Aliev, north of Velenjak gas station, Chamran Hwv. 

Tgl: 21S 1222 . 213 ISSl'’ 


' fUayeb m SssdgS 

Lunch: Nayeb*s Famous Chelokabab and Chicken Eabab 

Dinner: Our chef has prepared the additional menu for you: 

B FILLET STEAK 0CHICKEN SCHNITZEL 0 BARBECUE FILLET 

E french SCALLOP 0 FRENCH TROUT _ [3SHISHKABAB 

With live music every night 
Nayeh Restaurant in Saadat Abad Sq. 5 

TiMephone Numbers: 206 3652 - 207 8463, Fax: 206 36fa ^ 


TANDOOR 

Indian F(cstaurant oi 
Hotel Tehran Sara 
the onlv authentic 
Indian cuisine 
Indian management 
Mofateh Ave., Ardalan 
Street, opposite 
Shitoadi Stadium 
Open 1 da\)^ a iveek 

882-^705. SS2-^70I, 
8820934 


Vfxjuii/ 


A GLORIOUS VILLA FOR RENT 

DAROUS 

Spanish Styiv I Ifht 

JyOOO Sq.tn.f 7 hed rooms, fully furtif stoimtning 
pool, greo9i space and other equiptnents. 

ATBYE§-3 REAL ESTATE AGENCY 


CD 


Residing in Iran" 

Exclusive for Miur \:ic;Uions 


^SOGOL Sogol Tour & Travel Agency 

has arranged fantastic domestic and 
overseas tours & tickets and \ isa for indi- 
viduals and groups. 

Daily Tehran Sightseeing Excursion operated from 
March 21st 


Reservolion: 

« English/French: Miss Pooneh 

• English/Gernian: MissjSahct 

• English/Italian: Miss Farlii 

Address; No. 65, corner of Zohrch St., 
Modarres Exp’way, Tehran. 

POSScofe: 55887- S0ES2NSS4 S3S2/SS 
P.O.SOX: 15315-432 i-SK: S^eff2:-SS4 2385 ' i 


Farsi For Ladies 

Math, Physics, 
Chemistry 


^ I kJ} Ln IbI 'i.0L<s 

Computerized 
Real Estate 
Agency 

Central and 
North Branches 


B02 2358- 
22643-3022332 


r’* ^ ^ 

2 b/rs, fully furnished, one 
tel line. Tel: 804 56 5660 


English Conversation btj 
native American 

U C --- ^ 


ADVERTISE IN 
IRAN NEWS 

878 6477 - 877\33( 
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BEIJING (AFP) - A major mod- 
em art collection including four 
worics by Pablo Picasso ofieied to 
China ^ a Gennan tycoon is 
causing red faces in the comdors 
of the cultural establishmenL 
The "provocative" pieces in 
the 89 woiks left chc^late ty> 
coon Peter Ludwig have just ^nie 
on display at a rimft when the 
communist party is st^)piiig iq) a 
canqsaign to stress ideological pu- 
nty. And the Fine Arts Palace is 
not encouraging the pidilic to 
visiL 

Ludwig's gift was at first sight 
stunning. Estimates of 30 ndUion 
dollars were put on the legacy by 
some at the Fine Arts Palace 
which is to managa the wolks. 
The sting in the tail was Ludwig's 
insistence that at least a quarter of 
his collection be displayed at any 
time. 

Apart fiom paintings by Pi- 
casso, it ha« canvases by French 
artists Robert Combe and Herve 
Di Rosa, Gennans Penk and Amo 
Rink, Italian Renato Guttoso, 
American WiHiam BaOey and the 
Cuban Tonel (A£. Fernandez). 

But the aim of the German col- 
lectoi; who died sboitly before the 
pamdiigs ieacl£d C^na, in ac- 
qiiainting the Chinese w^ mod- 
em art is unlikely to be realized to 
ary great degree. 

There has been little publicity 
for the first exhibition set to run 
for three moinhs. 

Fine Aits Palace officials 
mafntafn that the exhibition "is 
not meant for the public at large, 
but oiity for painters, students and 
enthusiasts. It was not worth ex- 
tensive advertising, nor publica- 
tion of a catalogue.” 

Some obseivets inteipret the 
limited publicity for the coltection 
as a form of ceosoship, especially 
at a-time when the official media 
is harping on nationalist themes 
and file slogan of "s piritual civili- 
zation,” exhorting artists and in- 
tellectuals to toe the official lin g , 
UD (.^ingbe, a young pamtar 
said of the collection: "The 
aidhoiities have nothing to fear 
from these woiks because they 
comain neither sex nor politics." 

Despite all the prec aiiti ons 
taken to reduce a mqor event intn 
a gathering of a chosen few, the 
halls of the Fine -Arts Palace are 
revetberating with some rather 
unorthodox reflections. 

"Modem art evokes popular 
forms of e:q)tessioa in China, 
whose aim is not to prqnoduce 
reality,” said painter Yan Zhenze, 
contemplating the destiactured 
face in one Picasso painifng 
Lhi Qingbe said: "In China, 
there have alw^s been two forms 
of art, the popular and that of the 
educated classes. The first took 
recourse to fbnns of expression 
w'hich are highly dynamic and 
free and is very close to modem 
art." 

Yu Tertg. a young woman who 
works in advertising, said she was 
.(iTuck by the w^irks of Gecman 
artist Joig Izrunendorf. "Tradi- 
tional Chinese art is no longer 
adapted to our cultura] needs," she 
said, as she gazed on Inimen- 
dorf's "Cafe Deutschland Gut" 

"Since the start of economic 
reforms, the Chinese ha\ e felt the 
need to express a more personal 
\isioD of leali^'. Therefore, thev 
have opened out to Western art" 
said Yan Zhenze, soon to exhibit 
his oil paintings for the third time 
in Hong Kong. 


Stalker-96 Film Festival 


GULAG Gurvivors on Jury for Best Human Rights Rim 

MOSCOW (AFP) - Russian ticolar attention to practitioners of 
authors and fUmmake ts who snr- the "seventh art", used in Soviet 
vived the GULAG are among ju- d^S as an ideological we^nn 


Exhibition of Tribal Art at 
Jamshidiye Gallery 


rots gathered here to choose the 
best film on h u man nghls OUt of 
nearly 50 being screened at the 
Stalker-96 Festival. 

The event this week takes its 
name from a cult film by the Rus- 
sian director Andrei Thikovsly, 
dqpicting an enclosed and des^ 
late space which was at the same 
time a place both of perdition and 
of xesuziectioiL 

For the first time there are non- 
Russian enTrins among the 22 
dnenmenfarieg 10 feature films 
and 12 aniinated cartoons on 
view, with a dozen countries tak- 
ing pazL 

But the jury is all-Russian, and 
half its menibeis served time in 
the GULAG (the Russian acio- 
lym for Chief Administiation of 
Corrective Labor Caiiqrs). 

"Violation of human ri ghts, 
whether concerning religion, na- 
tionality or politics, is the theme 
of the festi^" said jury chair- 
man \blery Fiid, a script writer: 

He q>em 10 years in the GU- 
LAG, when the NKVD, forerun- 
ner of the KGB secret police, 
accused him in 1944 of belonging 
to a gioiq) plotting the assassina- 
tion of dictator Josef StaKn. 

Mai^ people connected with 
the cinema endured similar treat- 
ment 

It was L enin, founder of the 
Soviet regime, who opined that of 
an art forms, cinerrra was the most 
inqMitanL The regime paid par- 


The official selection started 
off on Mond^ with Sergei Bo- 
drov’s "Prisoner of the Clancasns," 
based on a Iblstoy novella with 
adrifrinnal input fiom the W3T in 
Chechnya. 

The festival ends on Satuid^ 
with a Norwegian adulation of 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn's "A Day 
in the Life of Ivan Denisovich." 


Brecht Theater 
BossQuils 

BERLIN (AFP) - Martin Wuttke, 
director smee January of file Ber- 
liner Ensemble, the fiieater 
founded by left-wing playright 
Bertold Bredit, resigned late 
Wednesday, fiieater spokesman 
Michael Hintz said. 

He said Wuttke, 33, quit be- 
cause Berlin aufiiorities bad failed 
to guarantee the future of fiie fiiea- 
ter beyond 1 998 de^ite an ultima’ 
turn ^m him some weeks ago. 

Beriin’s state Parliament has 
decided to wait until die end of 
1998 before revealing details of 
firnding for all the city’s theaters. 

Wuttke, an actor, was ap- 
pointed to head file theater on the 
deafii of Heiner Mueller. He had 
just been named actor of the year 
for his performance in Brecht’s 
play "The Resistible Rise of Arturo 
Ui," directed by Mueller. 


the giDuna-oreakizig work on ex- 
istence in the GULAG. 

Another novdtv this year is the 
inclusioa of gTifmarari caitooiis. 
The piqipets of Estonia's Rao 
Heidc^ are ze-enacemg the story 
of Pinoccliio as a metqihor of an 
individual manqiulated in a totali- 
tarian society. - 

There is a lO-miniite Azerbai- 
jani tale of a cinema projectionist 
who recognizes his own former 
place of detention in a doenmen- 
taiy he is showing of a \>ifoi3d War 
n concentration canqi. 

"The basic aim of our show is 
to erqiress moral snppoit for peo- 
ple cunently in prison," said Ivan 
Bannikov, a leading organizer of 
thefestiv^ 

He himself spent six of his 32 
years in prison, fiom 1986 to 
1992, as a common law' prisoner 
convicted for theft of state goods. 

"I know what prison life is 
like," he said. The inmates don't 
use their hearts ai^ more, they 
fieeze them iq>. News of our festi- 
val will be a sigDal to that 
they are not foigottea" 

The bow-tied fozznei prisoner; 
sporting a swallow-tail coat, runs 
a relief agency called Freedom 
which stages concerts in prisons, 
organizes delivery of panrels and 
ofiets finanria? hrip. 

"But when a woman leaves tiie 
cinema with tears in her eyes, it is 
much more si^nficant, for that 
helps bring about a change in our 
society’s attitudes towards crimi- 
nals,” Bannikov said. 



IRAN NEWS AST DESK 

J aznshid^e^PaikmnardiTdiran is fire site ofanexbibitkm of artifacts 
created by artists from Qashqai, Baser!, and bianloo tribes living in 
the region around the Perspolis momiments. The exhibition, which win 
run through December 15, includes various ^pes of carpets - gabbe, 
gdim, etc. - as well as items of erribroidery. Visiting hours are 10 a.m! 
- 7 p.m. Address: Jamshidiye Park, Jamdiidiye Street, Niavaran Ave- 
nue. 


Cologne Cathedral, Shinfo Shrine Declared 3R heritage Sites 

OA. A4E7CICO •• Tim hincf wne nlar-A/l nn n riXf aX* ^ - ..... 


MERIDA, MEXICO (AP) - The 
bombed out skeleton of a building 
on the site of die Hiroshima bomb 


blast w^ placed on a U.N. list of 
important cultural locations 
around the world - de^ite U.S. 
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COLOGNE. GERMANY: (Files) Undated file picture shows the 
Gothio-eFa Cathedral of the city of Cologne. This famous land- 
mark on Friday Dec. 6, was added to tho UNESCO's World 
Heritage list 

lAFP Photon 


objections. 

The Hiroshima’s Atomic Bomb 
Dome was part, of a list of sites 
approved Thursday at a U.N. Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCOX meeting 
in Mexico. 

The list was authorized under 
the 1972 Convention for the Pro- 
tection of the World Cultural andx 
Natural Heritage. The United 
States had objected to the move, 
saying war-related sites were not 
part of the convention. 

But U.S. State Department 
Spokesman Nicholas Burns said 
fire dispute over the heritage sites 
between the U.S. and Jqian 
"should not in any way over- . 
shadow eveiything fiiat we t^ree 
iq>OD our relationship.’ ’ 

The list designates areas of 
natural beauty and historical value 
that should be preserved for all hu- 
manity. 

“The &ct that the Atomic 
Bomb Dome has made the list is 
very significant, and it should be 
kept as a precious heritage as a 
witness of the tragedy of the first 
atomic bombing in the history of 
mankind,’’ Hiroshima .Mayor 
Takashi Hiraoka was quoted by the 
Kyodo News Agency as saying. 

Ihe dome in the Hbtishima 
Peace Memorial Park had been a 
government exhibition hail until 
die dropping of the bomb on Aug. 

6, 1945. It was file only building in 
> file area left untouched after fiie 
war. 

Following is a list of new 30 
heritage sites made public by 
UNESCO on Thursday at its 20th 
meeting here: 

Belize: Barrier Reef. 

Russia: Kamchatka volcanoes 
and Lake Baikal. 

Niger West National Park 
Zaire: Okapi Fauna Reserve. 


Gennan: Bahaus and its sites in 
Weimar and Dessau, Cologne Cai- 
fiiedra], Luther memorials in Eisle- 
ben and Wuttenberg. 

Ajmenia: Haghpat Nfonastery. 

Austria: Salsdiuig Historical 
Center and Schonbrunn Palace and 
Gardens. 

China: Lushan National Park, 

Czedi RqiubUc: Lednice Val- 
tice Cultural AU^. 

Spain: Historical walled city of 
Cuenca and Lonja de la Seda de 
Valencia. 

Finland: Old Veria foctoiy for 
treatment of wood and cardboard. 

France: Midi Channel 

Georgia: Svaneti Hi ghland^ . 

Groece: Veigina Airiiaeologi- 
calSite. 

Holland: Amsterdam Defense 
Line. 

Hiingaiy: Millenary Benedic- 
tine Abbey at ntannmhalma and 
its natural surroundings. 


Ireland: SkeUig Michael mo- 
nastic complex. 

Italy; Del Monte Castle, the 
TYuffi of AlberobeUo; Paleo-Chris-- 
tian monuments of Ravenna, and 
Pifinza Historical Center. 

Japan: Htfoshima’s atomic 
bomb dome and the Shmtn Shiw- - 
ofltsokushima. 

Morocco: Old Ksonr of 

Ouadan, Chinguetti, lidutt md 
Oualata. 

Mexico: PFriiistorical sites at- 
Uxmal, Pucc, Kabah, Labna, Ssyil,'' 
and Queretaro higtnricfl? monu- 
ments. 

China: Mt Emei pann ramfe 
area, including tiie Giant 

Bud^a. 

Sweden; r .api^nd 

Italy; Vicenza City and the 
Paladio in Voieto. 

Portugal: Oporto Historical 
Center. 

Sweden: Gtenmelstad Church. 


Exhibition of Children’s Phintinss 




IRAN NEWS ART DESK 

A n e^hition qf rural children’s paintings and masks is on di^ay 

im SS! Tdiran Murncqaliiy (diarte 

10) mth me coUabo^on of UNICEF, die show incliides and 

. nia^ prep^ 1^ rural duldten aged 2 - 6. -Hie 

10 close on Friday December 20. ' scnnmico 

Valuable Painting Stolen Hrom 
Prussian Palace 

BERLIN . Thieves siole a valuable painting by 19lh eentiny artist 
Cffi^avid Fnedri^ by breakmg imo a Pruaiin ^ whol^ hung 
and then elu^ guards, police said Saturday. 

at Charlottenhof Palace in nearby 

put the value of the work at several million maAs. 

lanriB<^ ™s ^ best-known works of Friedrich, a romantic painter of 

thieves smashed a window at about 2 a.m. 
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Vam nrams ^ht on Real Identity 
of ^A/itness4r of Mykonos Trial 





(IRNA) - New light has 
been'tliiown by a senior Foreign 
Miinsby official on one of the so- 
called witnesses to the weird pro- 
Pedmwg in die G erman court, 
^^teie a politicaUy-mfhieDced 
p rp yrartnr general leveled wild 
^tiaiges against the Islamic Re- 
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7 b start with, on Thnxsd^, 
Sqitembcr 17, 1992 when differ- 
ffwrftg pmoBg and-lslamic Repub- 
lic groups outside Iran were at 
hwigtaj two armed men en- 
tered the hfykonos restanaitt in 
and pointed their gnns to 
some persons at the restaurant and 
qxoed ^ IdQmgsecietaiy-geii- 
esd of the outlawed Kuidestan 
Democratic Party, Sadeq Shara- 
fiJawidi, and two other party 
members along with their ineipre- 
tec 

7b investigate the nnnde^ Ber- 
lin Court took 19 the case a^ the 
first meeting in xdadon to the 
bloody in Mj^nos was 

held on October 28, 1993. 

After a while, the prosecutor 
gen eff i of the German court ar- 
rested four Ldanese and one Ira- 
nian as suspects in the murder 
case. 

Tlie arrest of an Icainan suspect 
among the gtmg} provided ground 
I for the wiftfiwftg of the Islamic 
Revolution to bzntg 19 new 
danns widi die idea ofpressaring 
Islarmclian. 

The in^eacbed presideat of 
ban, Abolhassan Banisadr, who 
had fled Iran to France on a hi- 
jacked aiiplane in 1981, re ported 
to the conrt as a witness accusixig 
die Islamic Republic of having 
been beidnd the incktenL 

Bamsadr’s claims were so un- 
fouDded that even the court said 
that Us statements as a witness 
could not be adduced. 

After this scandal, Banisadr 
said dud he bad learned his infor- 
mation flom a 'knowledgeable’ 
person who for security reasons 
was not willing to personally re- 
port to the court 


Iran Has 
Essential Role 
in Regional 
Equations, 
Polish 
Journalists 


BONN. GERMANY (BINA) - 
Jomiialists fimm widdy dtculated 
papas of Poland in a meeting 
widi Iianiaa Azid}as 5 »ior to 

Mohaumxad Ihheii said Iran, 
with its lofty enttore and civiliza- 
tion, has a great role to ^ay in the 
Teton’s political eqaatiois. 

The efitors in chief and dixec- 
tois of political dqiartxnents of 
Polish daflies pointed to the effec- 
tive pieseooe of ban m the former 
Soviet states and in Tieli«ng re- 
solve regional crises such as the 
and KaitibrdEh problems. 

They also poic^d out that Is- 
lanifc itan has proved its fao^nial- 
i^ by accomodating a large 
rrnrnbaof refugees. They recalled 
• ffitira’s esxaikat hospitality to Pol- 
idi refugees during War n. 

Althe tn ag- t i i^ fT yniim am- 

Vassador briefed the Polish jour- 
nalists on die latest devdopments 
in the couaiiy . 

Thheri, wwitrasring the toimoU 
in several nftighhomig countries, 
nndeisaned Iran’s effective role 
in xegioDal equations as a "stable 
county in an unstable region." 

The Polidi journalists also vis- 
, xted an exhibition of Polisb-lan- 
guage books printed in Iran and 
banian English-lao^iage newspa- 
pers on di^lay at the embassy. 


Eventualfy, in a highly intzign- 
tng manner acconqiamed by bi- 
ased propaganda, a mysterious 
person dubbed as 'witness-C’ en- 
tered the court to qqnove Baid- 
sadr’s statement 

‘^Mtoess-C*, with the assis- 
tance of influential anti-Iranian 
forces, managed to deceive the 
German conrt introdnciiig hhnsdf 
as a ranking ofiSdal of dm Infor- 
mation Mmistiy of Iran who 
sought a^htm abroad due to dif- 
ferences of ot^oc^ 



VAGZI 

The questions which natmalty 
arise: Who is the niysterious wit- 
ness-C? WI 7 , on what purpose 
and ty wfaidi forces is Ire being 
directed? 

Deputy Foieiga hffnister of 
Iran for Emo-Amezican AfEaiis, 
Mafamood \&ezi, offered IRNA 
new infoimation on the real iden- 
tity of witness-C. 

He identified whness-C as 
Abol-Qasem Mesbahi also known 
as Farhad, who after completing 
high school studies in Irm de- 
parted for France and doling his 
stay there established contrections 
with an inielKgenfip. gyithprring sys- 
tem and was enqiloyed by it 

"After ccmqiletion of his stiid- 
ies witness-C letEnned to Iran and 
with the idea of penetrating local 
organs he made an effort to seek 
enqiloyment with them, but bis 
csq»city for woiidng with those 


organs was denied," disclosed the 
Iranian deputy foreign ministet. 

After that failure, he said, Mes- 
bahi entered bosiiress activities, 
and of questionable iden- 

tity and an imst^le character he 
forged 'tides for hxznself and 
gradually developed into a profes- 
skraal frmd^ and eventually as tire 
result of foUow-iqis by his credi- 
tois be was finally banned fiom 
leaving Iran. 

>i^rezi added: "Finally, wtuiess- 
C left Iren illegalty, and in order 
to get asylum in the West, he col- 
laborated with tire mffttligftnrft 
services of the United States, Bel- 
ghnn, Britain, and France." 

IRNA’s reporter asked \^zi 
how MesbaM bad established 
contacts with Banisadr? 

Thedejxity foreign riimister re- 
plied: "With respect to the coiv- 
rrectioDs Baniredr has with 
foieiga mtelhgence services, 
Mefeahi became acquainted with 
him tfarongh the gafna services 
and due to these connections and 
in exdiange for money, he ofTeicd 
Baouisadr and the infoimation 
services falsa information. On the 
basis of this game background 
Banisadr was invited to B erlin 
Court and introdneed Abol- 
Qasem Mesbahi as a witiress." 

A^ezi added: "Conqikfte infor- 
mmion has been provided to the 
Gennmi Foreign Mimstiy about 
the biogr^hy of witness-C, his 
past illega] a:tivili es, his records 
in Iran and in sum his real iden- 
tity." 

He added: We hope this infor- 
msSion be ^le to clarify the 
identity of tins person." 

The Iranian Foreign Mhnstiy 
official concluded: "From the be- 
ginning of the Bedia trial, the Is- 
lamic Republic has always 
stressed that if this court investi^ 
the Se far from political in- 
sznuations and within the 

framework of le^ and judicial 
issues cexreinly the result of in- 
vestigation will prove the coiBiaiy 
of an vague claims and unfounded 
accusations against Islamic Iran." 


BEUING, CHINA (IRNA) - Glo- 
rious ceremonies were held here 
at the Iranian Embas^ on Sunday 
on the occasion of tire feast of 
Mab’ath, which marks the anni- 
versaiy of Prophet Mohammad’s 
(SAWA) assignment to 
prophetiiood. 

Preachers lectured on Prophet 
Mohammad’s (SAWA) mission 
and on tire need for unity of word 
among Muslims at the ceremo- 
nies, which was attended by trani- 
ans residing in China. 

Iran's Ambassador to China 
Hossein Mirfakhar said in his 
speech that Preset of Islam bad 
brou^ science in the land of ig- 
norance and saved justice under 
the conditions, when darkness 
prevailed. 

In related news from Rome, 
Italy, there were simtlar ceremo- 
nies at Iran’s Cultural House on 
the occasion, where one of the 
instructors of Qom Seminary Aya- 
rollah Mesbah Yazdi, addressing 
a large number of Iranian.^ resid- 
ing in Italy, dwelt oa the philoso- 
phy of God’s descending 
messengers, especially on the im- 
portance of Pr^het Mohmmad’s 
asgjgnmi-n t u> pTophetbood under 
conditions when ignorance was 
prevailing. 

In Paris, France, Iranian Am- 
bassador to Paris Hamid Asefi fea- 
tured in his speech at Iran's 
cnnnilate office in Paris on Sun- 
day on the personality of Prophet 
Mohammad (SAWA) and on the 
auspicious occasioD. 

In Moscow, there were hun- 
dreds of Muslims residing in Mos- 
cow, inriuHing the Iranians, who 
bad gathered at Khatamolanbla 
mosque to mark the occasion. 

The speakers at the ceremony 
threw light on various aspects of 
the life of the messenger of Allah, 
and on the rime]es.s wisdom of the 
Holy (2uran that was revealed to 
him as the most consummate set 
of rules for humanity. 


U.N. Chief Says Peace, Development 
Depend on Human Rights 


fEHRAN, (United Nations Infor- 
mation Center) — Stating that ba- 
sic rights were at the center of the 
United Natious’ concerns, Secre- 
tary-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali says that peace aod 
development could not be 
achieved in tiie absence of human 
rights. 

In a message on the occasion of 
Human Rights Day on Decemba 
10 19S16, he called for promoting 
the global of freedom and in 

furthering the United Nations 
of a more open, tolerant and 

harmo nious WOrid. 

The secretaiy-geoeia] said, "On 
this Human Rights Day, tiie inter- 
n atinnal community rededicates it- 
self to the universal goal of 
defending fundameiital freed om s 
and promotmg basic human ri^ts 
wherever they are tiixeatenecL We 
re-eraphasize that human rights 
constitute on of the basic pillars of 
the Charter of the United Nations 
and of the civilized order that it 
enshrines. 

"Peace, human rights, democ- 
racy and development are tiie daily 
work of tiie United Nations. All 
around the world, tiie United Na- 
tions is working hard to prevent 
and resolve conflict, and to offer 
mil lions new hope for a 
better and more peaceful future. 

"Peace and development cannot 
be achieved in the absence ofbasic 
h uman ri^ts: The to life, 
freedom from ill-treatment and 


torture, equality before the law, 
and freedom of expression are all 
fragile freedoms \^ich require 
constant protection and vigilance. 

Equally, lasting aod meaning- 
ful development requires a com- 
mitment to upholding fundamental 
economic and social rights such as 
the right to food, shelter, work, 
education and healthcare. 

"The United Nations has 
worked hard ova the last fifty- 
years to lay down precise intena- 
tional human rights standards, to 
cr e a t e ways and means of improv- 
ing respect far human rights within 
raemba states, and, where neces- 
sary, to oitervene to protect victims 
of human rights abuses and viola- 
tions. Countless groups and tiiou- 
sands of individuals have turned to 
(be United Nations human rights 
bodies for recourse against dis- 
crimination, torture, executions, 
disappearances, arbitrary detoi- 
tion and religious intolennce. And 
every year, member states receive 
vital tunica! and educational hu- 
man righte assistance. 

"Human rights are at the very 


center of the concerns of the world 
organization. But success does not 
depend on the United Nations 
alone. It depends on everyone of us 
being conscious of and demanding 
respect for our human rights and 
for tiiose of others. It depends on 
our speaking out for the freedom 
aod well-being our fellow human 
of beings. Above all, success de- 
pends on a renewed commitment 
and action in defense of human 
rights at the mtemarional and na- 
tional levels. 

The preamble of the Univeisal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
rightly tells us that every iudivid- 
ual and every institution of society 
must strive, through teaching and 
education, to promote respect for 
human rights and freedom and to 
secure their univosal and effective 
recognition and observance. This 
is an obligation we all share. It is in 
that ^irit that 1 invite each one of 
you to play an active part In pro- 
moting the global cause of freedom 
and in fruthering the Unhed Na- 
tions goals of a more open, tolerant 
and barroonious world." 
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A scene from Masjid ul-Nabi in Medina. 


(Photo by Moradi) 


Poets also recitated eulogies in 
praise of Prophet Mohammad 
(SAWA) at the gathering which 
was atteoded hundreds of Rus- 
sian Muslims besides the Iranian 
residents in Moscow. 

At the end of the ceremony 


'prizes were distributed among 
those who recited Ity heart the last 
of the 30 parts into which the Holy 
Quran h^ been divided for pur- 
poses of reading. 

Those well-versed in tiie life of 
the Pn^het also received prizes. 


U.S. Wants Afghan Conflict to 
Continue, Akhoundzadeh 


ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 
(IRNA) - The U.S. wants to see 
continuation of the present fluid 
situation in Afghanistan which 
could create severe problems both 
for Pakistan and Iran. 

This was stated by the Iranian 
Ambassador in Pakistan Mebdi 
Akhoundzadeh Saturday evening. 

"The U.S. administration has 
failed to give a positive response 
toward the Afghan dispute. We are 
really doubtful that the Americans 
can play any positive role in re- 
solving the Afghan imbroglio," 
Akhoundzadeh said talking to 
newsmen in Peshawar. 

He said, "TbeAfgbans were just 
strangers for the Americans and 
the latter were least interested to 
help the former come out of the 
present turmoil." 

"Only Pakistan and Iran can fa- 
cilitate the resolving of tiie Afyban 
crisis as they share common bor- 
ders, history, culture, language and 
above all commoo interests which 
are vital for stability in the region," 
the ambassador said. 

He said tiie U.S. intention to- 
ward Afybanistan bad been doubt- 
ful and Tehran believed that 
Washington could hardly demon- 
strate any positive attitude which 
could be beneficial for the Af- 
ghans. 

Akhoundzadeh said that Paki- 
stan and Iran enjoy very cordial 
relations and expressed the hope 
that die two countries would take 
Joint steps to further consolidate 
mutual ties. 

He dispelled the impression 
that there were any differences be- 
tween Islamabad and Tdtran on 
any issue including Afghanistan. 

He said that one of the ministers 
in the deposed Prime Minister 
Bhutto’s government had an open 
involvement in the Afghan affaire 
which reflected that the minister 
had been very instrumental in the 
internal situation of Afghanistan. 

But despite that relations be- 


tween Pakistan and Iran remained 
strong and friendly as in the past, 
the ambassador said. 

He said that Tehran was not op- 
posed CO the student militia of Tali- 
ban and wanted to see a 
broad-based government in the 
war-ravaged Af^anistan. includ- 
ing the Taliban. 

"A government comprising all 
the ethnic and linguistic groups is 
the only solution," be stated. 

Toiwim Rejects 
Chinese Conditions 
to Resume Talks, 
Saying It Con Wait 

TAIPEI, TAIWAN (AFP) - Senior 
officials in Taiwan yesterday re- 
jected conditions set by Chiiia for 
the resumption of talks as "unrea- 
sonable" and said they were pre- 
pared to wait for better terms. 

"The Chinese Communists' 
Hgfnands axc unreasonable, and it 
would be unlikely that we would 
accept them," Shi Hwei-You, vice 
c hairman of the Cabinet4evel 
Mainland Afiairs Council 
(MAQ, told membeis of Padia- 
menlbeie. 

He was refeniog to conditions 
set by China for resun^rtion of 
cross-strait talks — that Tbiwan 
halts ire bid to join the United Na- 
tions, its leadei stops visiting 
conntries that recognize Beijing, 
that it stops buying advance for- 
eign arms and ihat ft not lobby 
other nmions to recognize both 
Taipei and Beijing 

The conditions were publi- 
cized Sunday throng the Beijing- 
backed Hong Kong Wen Wei Po 
newspaper; which quoted an 
authoritative CTiinese source. 

Beijing suspended semi-offi- 
cial talks with Taipei shoitty after 
Taiwanese President Lee Teng- 
Hui’s private visit to the United 
States inmid-199S. 

China, which has viewed Tbi- 
wan as a rebel province since the 
Sec Page i3 
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NATEQ-NOURI: 

No Limits for Mulsim 
Women Social Activities 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - There are no 
limits for activities of Mnslim 
women in vanous political and so- 
cial scenes, Tfanian Majlis 

SpealECT, HqjjaEoIeslam Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nonri, on Snnday. 

Speaking to women padiamen- 
tariair? from, seven Tsiamie coun- 
tries, Nateq-Noori said that die 
hiwnan hist^ had always been 
witness to disciimination, particu- 
laily against women, and "this is 
troe, even today, in die coontries 
riaimitig to be defenders of human 
ri ^fs^ which \^ien it comes to 
women, regard them as mere com- 
mercial commodity." 

Pointing to the Quranic verses 
,on women's rights and obliga- 
tions, he stressed "(here are no 
limits for activities of Muslim 


women in die social and political 
fields." 

He it was regrettahle diat 

in some countries women were 
deprived of dieir Islamic ligtus in 
die nanv* of Mani 

The Pii^diet's (S) wife, Haznt 
Khadija (SA), and his daoghter, 
Haziat Fatima Zahza (SA), pre- 
sent Che best examples for women 
social activities, said Nateq-Nouri 
m die women parliamenfariarK 
vrilo are in Teli^ to atteid the 
first meeditg of die Central Coun- 
cil of die Mamie Women Parlia- 
mentarians’ Organization. 

Nateq-Nouri stressed that 
women sbonld actively participate 
in iTitfTTMrinnal fir mims "as repie- 

sematives of half of die worid's 
popolation," to defend dieir justi- 
fied ri^ts. 
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Muslim Women MPs 
Wind up Tekron Meet 

IRAN NEWS WOMEN^S DESK 

TEHRAN - The first meeting of 
the Central Council of the Islamic 
Women Parliamentarians* Or- 
ganization wound qi here yester- 
day. 

The three-d^ meeting was. at- 
tended by women parliamentari- 
ans from Iran and seven other 
Islamic countries, namely Syria, 

Uganda, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine, 

Azerbaijan a^ Sudan. 

About the foundation of the VAUil>~DASTJ£RDI 
organization, an Iranian MP Dr. and to exchange views amnn < 
Marzieb Vahid Dastjerdi told Muslim women MPS.” 

IRAN NEWS, "The Islamic "The first congress of the or 
Women Parliamentarians* Or- ganiTatinii was held in Pakista] 
ganization was established three and the second in Malaysia. Dur 
years ago with an aim to eradicate ing the Malaysia*s assembly, liai 
the problems of Islamic women was elected vice-chairman of di 





VAHID-DASTJERDI 

and to exchange views among 
Muslim women MPs. ” 

"The first congress of the or- 
ganization was held in Pakistan 
and the second in Malaysia. Dur- 
ing the Malaysia*s assembly, lean 
was elected vice-chairman of die 
See Page 13 




KHARTOUM, SUDAN - The president has ordered 
the release of nearly 200 women from an overcrowded 
prison, state television reported. 

HUEXVA, SPAIN - A Spanish woman who drew 
blanket press coverage after conceiving eight babies 
has given birth to four boys and two girls by Caesar- 
ean section, hosDital officials said. 

ISLAMABAD, PAKSSTAN - Afghanistan’s Taliban 
militia said it had meted out undisclosed punishment 

to 225 women on Thursday for violating its rules on 
clothing. 

(DISPATCHES) 


Women ple^ a decistve role in 
household and national food sear 
riiy. In rural areas — home to the 
mcQority of the -world's hunpy — 
they grow most of the^ops 
domestic consumption and are pri- 
marily responsible for preparing 
storing and processing food They 
also haneHe livestock, gather food, 
fodder and fuelwood and manage 
the domestic water suppfy. In addi- 
tion, th^ provide most of the labor 
for post-harvest activities. Yet 
women 's work often goes vnrecog 
nised, and they lack the leverage 
necessary to gain access to re- 
sources, training and finance. 

How Women 
Influence 
Food Security 

On a global scale, womeo pro- 
duce more than half of all the food 
that is grown. In sub-Saharm Af- 
rica and the Caribbean, they pro- 
duce up to 80 percent of* basic 
foodstuffs. Id Asia, they provide 
from 50 to 90 percent of the labor 
for rice cultivation. And in South- 
east Asia and the Pacific as well as 
Latin America, women's home 
gardens represent some of the most 
complex agricultural systems 
known. 

Women in the rural areas are 
almost exclusively responsible for 
the nutrition of their children, from 
gestation throu^ weaning and 
tiuougbout the critical period of 
growth. In addition, they are die 
principal food producers and pre- 
pares for the rest of tiie femily. In 
general, most of this food comes 
from home gardens or from family 
and community plots. But it has 
been found that women also ^>end 
a significant part of their house- 
hold income — a much larger part 
proportionately than men — on 
buying additional food fortiie fr&n- 
ily. 

Food preparation involves 
woilc far beyond caring for crops 
and livestock. Women must gather 
the wood for fires and cany the 
water they need for cooking and 
processing food. In many r^ons 
of the world, women spend up to 
five hours per day collectnig fti- 
elwood and water and up to four 
hoars prqraring food. In addition 
I rural women provide most of the 
I labor for farming, from soil prepa.- 

Women's advanmnent 
in developing countries 
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Sierra Leone: one woman's day 


21:00 to 23:00 
converse around fire while 
shelling seeds and 
making fishnets 

20:00 to 21 KW \ 

clean dishes, clean children ^ 


18:00 to 20:00 
pmcess and prepare food, 

cook dinner j 

17:00 to 18:00 _m 
fish in Iqfai pond 1 1 

15:00 to 17:00 ^ 
work In the gardens 

14:00 to 15:00 
wash clothes, carry water, 
clean and smoke fish 


22.-00 

^ 20:00 

18:00 
L 16.-00 

^ 14.-00 


24.-00 


iOO^ 

4:00 


12.-00 


8:00 

10:00^ 


12:00 to 14:00 
process and prepare food, 
cook lunch, wash dishes 


11:00 to 12:00 
collect berries, 
leaves and bark, 
carry water 


i. ^4:00 to 5:30 
fish in local pond 

6:00 to 8:00 

1 washing 

water, cook breakfast, 
clean dishes, 

1^/ sweep compound 

^ P 

^8:00 to 11:00 
work in rice fields 
vrith four-year-old son 
I and baby on back 


ration to harvest After the harvest, 
they are almost entirely responsi- 
ble for operations such as storage, 
handling, stocking, marketing and 
processing. 

As more and more men migrate 
from rural areas in search of 
work, women bear a heavier bur- 
den. In some regions of Africa, 60 
percent of bouseholds are now 
headed by women. The eiq}anded 
workload can prompt women to 
cultivate less labor-intensive — 
though less nutritious — crops and 
to use agricultural practices that 
may harm the environment 

Women also play a crucial role 
as custodians of genetic diveisi^ 
and related knowledge on varieties 
and their uses, be it for food, medi- 
cine CH* cultural or other applica- 
tions. From generation to 
generation, they pass on this vital 
knowledge to tiieir daugbteis. 

Invisibility 
and Gender 


Despite their contribution tt> 
food security, women tend to be 
"'invisible' actors in devdopment. 
As a result, their contribution is 
pooriy understood and often un- 
derestimated. There are many rea- 
sons for this. Work in the 
household is often considered to be 
1 part of a womaD*s duties as wife 
and mother, rather than an occupa- 
tion to be accounted for in tiie na- 
tional e ro no m y. 

^tside of the household, a 
great deal of rural women’s labor 
— whether regular or sgagn nfti — 
goes unpaid and is, therefore, 
rarely taken into account in official 
statistics. 

In most countries, women do 
not own die land tfa^ cultivate. 
When land is owned by women, it 
tends to be smaller, valuable 
plots that are also overlooked in 
statistics. 

FurtiienDore, women are usu- 
ally respoQsfble for the food crops 
destined for immediate consunqy 
tion by.tae household, that is, for 
subsistence crops rether than cash 


crops. 

Also, when data is collected for 
national statistics, gender is often 
ignored or the data is biased in the 
sense that it is collected only frrom 
males, who are assumed to be the 
heads of households. 

Rural women’s invisibility is 
further accentuated by their lack of 
poUtical power and social repre- 
sentation resulting from prevailing 
attitudes, gender4>iased legal and 
social structures and illiteracy, 
among other factors. Extension 
services reach women much less 
frequeDtly than tfa^ do men. Sta- 
tistics indicate that women re- 
ceive no more tbu 5 percent of 
extension resoorces. This lack of 
knowledge often hinders the pro* 
gress of women and their contribu' 
tioD to fbodseemity, particularly at 
the family level. 

The combined e^ct of these 
handicaps is an increasing femini- 
zation ofpoverty. Since the 1970s, 
the Domber of women living be- 
low the poverty line has in- 
creased by 50 percent, in 
Goniparison with 30 peromt for 
their male counterparts. More 
than 70 percent of tbe 1300 mil- 
lion poor people today are 
women. 

Improving 

Food 

Security by 
Empowering 
Women 

Education can pl^ a major role 
in improving the status of women, 
the nutrition of their famiiigg and 
national food imductioD. A cost- 
benefit aoaly^ carried ont by 
the World Bank indicates that 
mvestmoit in tbe edneatioo of 
females has the highest rate of 
retorn of any possible type of 
investment in developing na- 
tions. It results in higher produc- 
tivity, reduced fertility, reduced 
child morbidity and mortality rates 
and' increased application of envi- 
ronmental protection measures. In 
the state of Kerala, India, a long- 
standing commitment to the 
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damental. Studies have shown a 
direct correlation between in- 
creased incomes for women and 
improvements in housdiold food 
security. Lastly, access to and 
knowledge of credit and legal sys- 
tems can help to empower women. 
Women’s participation in deci- 
siOD-making is fundamental to 
tiieir role in development and con- 
tribution to food security. 


education of females has been 
cited as a major factor in in- 
creasing life expeettney to 70 
yean, compared with the Indian 
average of S6 to 58 years. 

Ensuring that extension serv- 
ices address the specific needs of 
women - and their daily routines 
- as well as the deployment of 
-more female extension agents can 
pity a major role in improving the 
conditions of nual women. Tech 
oology designed to suit women’s 
needs can contribute to mitigating 
drudgery and provide women with 
an opportunity to join in other 
more beneficial or rewarding ac^ 
tivities.. 

On the polity side, creating a 
situation that allows womro more 
access to good agricultural land 
and resources, including fann in- 
puts, is an importapt step. Equal 
employment opportunities — and 
competitive wages — are abo fun- 
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